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WHY READ  
ALBERTA BOOKS? 

Through poetry, drama, fiction, and  
nonfiction, our authors offer  
stories that reflect not only  
Alberta culture, art,  
and landscape, but also  
dynamically situate us  
within the global  
community.  
 
This collection of books  
includes literature from  
multicultural backgrounds, tales for all  
ages and walks of life, and a range of delightful  
children’s stories to haunting memoir.  
 
Embracing the diversity of our province and our na-
tion, Alberta books offer something for anyone and 
everyone. 

Experience Alberta  
Literature at Its Finest 
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Alberta Literary Award Sponsors 
 

Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction  
Sponsored by The Banff Centre 

 
 

Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction  
Supported in memory of Ed Marshall 

 
Stephan G. Stephansson Award for Poetry  

Sponsored by Stephan V. Benediktson 
 

R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s Literature  
Supported by UTA Youth Foundation Fund at  

the Calgary Foundation 
 

Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama  
Sponsored by Alberta Views 
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This catalogue features shortlisted and award-winning  
literature from: 

 
 

The Alberta Literary Awards  
by the Writers’ Guild of Alberta 
 
The Alberta Book Publishing Awards  
by the Book Publishers Association of Alberta 
 
The Robert Kroetsch Book Prize 
by the City of Edmonton  
 
The W.O. Mitchell Book Prize 
by the City of Calgary  

 
 
 

Also included: 
 
Alberta Literary Award Sponsors 
 
WGA & BPAA Sponsors 
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For ordering, please contact the publishers. 
We hope you enjoy reading these fantastic works from 

Alberta’s authors and publishing houses! 
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Alberta Literary 
Awards 

 
presented by  

READ ALBERTA BOOKS 
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Folding the Wilderness Within is a collection of poems of intimacy, both 
gentle and brutal, that celebrate the essential force of family. From a 
child’s hand holding cards “as if they were webbed” to Machu Picchu 
where stones “fit so tight not even a hair can pass,” the author weaves 
reality and imagination, language and form together to create a poetic 
story.  

 
Frontenac House 

     ISBN: 978-1927823118  

Professional organizer Zoe Lemonopolous finds herself in her mid-thirties, 
well employed, married to a sensible and kind if dull dentist—and pregnant. 
Although her life has all the hallmarks of the successful adult existence, she 
senses her life spiralling out of control. Zoe returns to her childhood home 
near the shores of Bitter Lake to help pack her parents’ belongings and 
move them into seniors’ housing. Zoe must come to grips with the tragically 
bad decision that has haunted her family for decades so that she can put the 
past behind her and begin charting the course of her future. 

 
Porcupine's Quill 

    ISBN: 978-0385668798  

w   i n n e r  of the City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize 

City of Calgary Book Prize 

 

The essays and reportage in How to Breathe Underwater offer a panoramic 
overview of this age of radical change—from the fate of the Great Barrier 
Reef to Cuba’s economic limbo after the fall of the Soviet empire. In field 
reports that survey the rise of the internet in the 1990s, analyze the changing 
nature of mass culture in the digital age, and provide a multifaceted look at 
how human industry is shaping the planet’s foundations, this collection pre-
sents a fractal portrait of a society in rapid flux.  

 
Biblioasis 

     ISBN: 978-1927428757  

    Bitter Lake by Marika Deliyannides 

    How to Breathe Underwater by Chris Turner 

    Folding the Wilderness Within by Joan Shillington 



 

 

19 

Hal Wiens, a retired professor, is mourning the sudden death of his loving 
wife, Yo. One snowy April morning, he sees a tall man in an orange downfill 
jacket walk past on the sidewalk: it's his beloved oldest son, Gabriel. But it 
can't be—Gabriel killed himself 25 years ago. The sighting throws Hal's inert 
life into tumult. While trying to track down the man, he is irresistibly com-
pelled to revisit the diaries, journals, and pictures Gabe left behind, to un-
fold the mystery of his son's death. Through Gabe's own eyes we begin to 
understand the covert sensibilities that corroded the hope and light his fam-
ily knew in him.  

Penguin Random House Canada 
     ISBN: 978-0345808851  w   i n n e r  of the Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize 

City of Edmonton Book Prize 

In childhood, the world seems vast, mysterious, and unsettling as we attempt to 
meaningfully locate ourselves in its midst, and what belonging we find in adult-
hood is often but a veneer covering that irresoluble desire to understand “the 
desperate invocations of your little wanting heart.” Tim Bowling writes with 
unapologetic honesty about our complex consciousness of the world and of the 
increasingly disconnected state of human experience, seeking always to snag on 
something elemental. 

 
Gaspereau Press 

     ISBN: 978-1554471348  
 

           Circa Nineteen Hundred and Grief  by Tim Bowling 

    Come Back by Rudy Wiebe 

    Boundary Problems by Greg Bechtel 

In his confident debut, Greg Bechtel offers ten magnetically-charged stories 
about the impossible-turned-possible—secrets, paranoia, sex, conspiracies, 
and magic—as he effortlessly shatters the boundaries between speculative 
and literary fiction. Boundary Problems vibrates on the edge of meaning, as 
carjackers, accidental gunrunners, and small-town cabbies struggle to wring 
meaning from the strange events that overtake them. Bechtel’s worlds of 
mystery and magic constantly challenge his characters’ pursuit of logical 
explanations. These compelling tales blur lines and push boundaries—into the 
surreal, into the playful, into the irresistible energy of uncertainty. 
 

Freehand Books 
ISBN: 978-1-55481-186-1  
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Fiction 

Wendy McGrath expands on the story she began with Santa Rosa. As a work-
ing class couple living in 1960s Edmonton drift further apart, their young 
daughter tries to understand something she senses is hiding under the sur-
face of her family and her neighbourhood. A visit to her grandparents' farm 
in the country reveals the abject poverty the couple came to the city to 
escape, and the internecine marital strife that threatens to be born anew.  

 
NeWest Press 

     ISBN: 978-1927063729      

Tom Ryder is a farmer in southern Alberta, 1960. When a sour gas plant 
arrives near his farm, the emissions affect his livestock and his family rela-
tionships. Tom must watch the farm, and family, dwindle away. His son, 
Bill, responds to his father’s disappointments by rising through managerial 
ranks at an oil company in Fort MacMurray. He pushes himself towards a 
crisis of conscience through a relationship with a woman affected by the 
company.  

 
Doubleday Canada 

     ISBN: 978-0385668798      

w   i n n e r  of the Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction 

    Who By Fire by Fred Stenson 

    Come Back by Rudy Wiebe 

    North East by Wendy McGrath 

Hal Wiens, a retired professor, is mourning the sudden death of his loving 
wife, Yo. One snowy April morning, he sees a tall man in an orange downfill 
jacket walk past on the sidewalk: it's his beloved oldest son, Gabriel. But it 
can't be—Gabriel killed himself 25 years ago. The sighting throws Hal's inert 
life into tumult. While trying to track down the man, he is irresistibly com-
pelled to revisit the diaries, journals, and pictures Gabe left behind, to un-
fold the mystery of his son's death. Through Gabe's own eyes we begin to 
understand the covert sensibilities that corroded the hope and light his fam-
ily knew in him.  

Penguin Random House Canada 
     ISBN: 978-0345808851  



 

 

Nonfiction 
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Ink is so much a part of daily life that we take it for granted. Ink not only 
recorded culture, it bought political power, divided peoples, and led to 
murderous rivalries. Curious about its impact on culture, literature, and 
the course of history, Ted Bishop sets out to explore the story of ink. An 
inquisitive and personal tour around the world, The Social Life of Ink asks 
us to look more closely at something we see so often that we don’t see it 
at all. 
 

Viking Canada 
     ISBN: 978-0670068616  

Cecile and Lynette were living on an "Old MacDonald"—style hobby farm. 
Each evening Lyn would come home to a farm full of animals and the unpre-
dictable Cec. After eight-and-a-half years, just as Lyn had decided to leave 
and was beginning to plan her exit, Cec became seriously ill. Almost over-
night Lyn found herself in the role of caregiver at Cec’s hospital bedside. 
Cease is a blunt and honest account of experiences that are usually kept 
hidden. Told with a frank and intimate voice, Cease offers an unsentimental 
look at the inner workings of a uniquely difficult relationship that is re-
vealed for what it is—more human than strange. 

Oolichan Books 
     ISBN: 978-0889823099  

w   i n n e r  of the Wilfred Eggleston Award for Nonfiction 

    How to Breathe Underwater by Chris Turner 

    The Social Life of Ink by Ted Bishop 

    Cease: A Memoir of Love, Loss and Desire by Lynette Loeppky 

The essays and reportage in How to Breathe Underwater offer a panoramic 
overview of this age of radical change—from the fate of the Great Barrier 
Reef to Cuba’s economic limbo after the fall of the Soviet empire. In field 
reports that survey the rise of the internet in the 1990s, analyze the chang-
ing nature of mass culture in the digital age, and provide a multifaceted 
look at how human industry is shaping the planet’s foundations, this collec-
tion presents a fractal portrait of a society in rapid flux.  

 
Biblioasis 

     ISBN: 978-1927428757  
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w   i n n e r  of the Lois Hole Award for Editorial Excellence 

Special Awards 

    Detachment: An Adoption Memoir by Maurice Mierau 

     

w   i n n e r  of the Publisher of the Year Award 

In Detachment, Maurice Mierau probes not only the process of adoption but 
what comes after—the challenges of becoming a family, and the strain on his 
marriage. While his son acts out and gets in trouble at school, Maurice feels 
removed, detached, thinking instead about his own emotionally distant fa-
ther. Also born in Ukraine, Maurice’s Mennonite father has a traumatic, mys-
terious past of his own. If Maurice can come to understand his father’s life, 
perhaps he can start to make sense of his new son’s. Detachment is a mov-
ing, darkly funny, and searingly unsentimental memoir about learning to 
become a father and a son.  
 

Freehand Books  
 ISBN: 978-1-55481-206-6  



 

 

Edited by Dymphny Dronyk and Kris Demeanor 
 
The Calgary Project is the first title brought out through the 
auspices of the Calgary Poet Laureate program. The book care-
fully matches poetry and visual images, with a total of 90 sepa-
rate contributions, including a poem by Calgary’s mayor, Naheed  
Nenshi. Under the editorship of Kris Demeanor (Calgary’s first 
Poet Laureate) and Dymphny Dronyk (a Frontenac House author 
nominated for the Gerald Lampert award), this wide-ranging, 
creative insight into the heritage and dynamic of Calgary was 
specifically designed for maximum widespread popular appeal.   

 
Design by Define Design 

Frontenac House 
    ISBN: 978-1-927823-19-4  

Pat Martin Bates is an internationally-acclaimed artist and print-
maker who has created a singular body of compelling work extend-
ing over half a century. She has visually synthesized an endless 
range of complex interests, ideas, philosophies, and world my-
thologies in an approach to art that is innovative, diverse, and 
unique. As painter, printmaker, and sculptor, Bates pioneered or 
transformed many new techniques to develop a distinctive visual 
vocabulary through collaging, printing, painting, embossing, and 
piercing. Bates has lived in New Brunswick, Ontario, Alberta, and 
British Columbia, experiences that clearly affected her sensitivities 
to place and light and thus her identity as a visionary artist. She 
has also travelled widely: retracing the route of Alexander the 
Great, sailing as a deckhand on a replica of Darwin’s Barque, or 
camping by the tomb of the 13th century poet Rumi. These experi-
ences have enhanced her first-hand understanding of many cul-
tures and history, thus bridging places, thought, and time. 

 
Design by Neil Petrunia 

Frontenac House 
    ISBN: 978-1-897181-61-4  

Book Illustration 

     Pat Martin Bates: Balancing on a Thread by Patricia Bovey 

          The Calgary Project: A City Map in Verse and Visual 
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w   i n n e r  
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It seems like a long letter, from a mother to a daughter, relaying the informa-
tion needed to survive on this earth, but as the book unfolds, it becomes a 
roughly-hewn, genre-bending, post-apocalyptic survival guide. The world with 
which we are familiar has ended, and in its wake are the countless dead and 
survivors who are little more than scavengers. The poem’s unforgettable nar-
rator has decided to leave her daughter with a document that will not only 
express her love for her, but that will also teach her how to live.  

 
House of Anansi Press 

     ISBN: 978-1770893672  

Seva is a poetic journey into the life of a Sikh girl; the narrative, through 
unique perspectives about culture, gender, and ritual, enters a world that is 
usually inaccessible. “Ruprai doesn’t just use words to write—her poems are 
sculptures, complex moments of image and sound that both defy and seduce 
the senses. I relished every poem in this collection. This is an intense and 
important book by a very fine writer.” —Suzette Mayr 
 

 
Frontenac House 

     ISBN: 978-1-927823-10-1  

In childhood, the world seems vast, mysterious, and unsettling as we attempt 
to meaningfully locate ourselves in its midst, and what belonging we find in 
adulthood is often but a veneer covering that irresoluble desire to understand 
“the desperate invocations of your little wanting heart.” Tim Bowling writes 
with unapologetic honesty about our complex consciousness of the world and 
of the increasingly disconnected state of human experience, seeking always to 
snag on something elemental. 
 

Gaspereau Press 
     ISBN: 978-1554471348  

w   i n n e r  of the Stephan G. Stephansson Award for Poetry 

Poetry 

    Circa Nineteen Hundred and Grief  by Tim Bowling 

    For Tamara by Sarah Lang 

    Seva by Sharanpal Ruprai 



 

 

Joni is growing up in a cowboy-obsessed city. In love with horses and the 
cowboy mystique, she gradually realizes Black folk are absent from popular 
culture depictions of that world. While struggling to juggle what she sees as 
these two incompatible identities, she discovers the existence of a great 
Black cowboy who was instrumental in creating the brand of her city. John 
Ware Reimagined is the second play in The Black Canadian Theatre Series. 

 
Presented by Ellipsis Tree Collective 

Image Credit: Blaine Machan 

After suffering under German occupation in WWII, the Neth-
erlands has been liberated by Canadian forces. But liberation 
doesn’t always seem like freedom. In this beautiful new 
play, a Dutch woman and a Canadian soldier create a new 
world together, as a community discovers what remains of 
their old lives, and what’s been lost forever.  

 
Produced in Collaboration with Theatre Calgary 

Kate, a curator at a museum, takes on the investigation of romance as a per-
sonal and professional challenge. Her love life hilariously spirals into crisis 
just as her elderly mother rekindles a romance with a man she dated sixty 
years earlier. 

 
Produced by Workshop West Theatre 

w   i n n e r  of the Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama 

Drama 

    The Invention of Romance by Conni Massing 

    John Ware Reimagined by Cheryl Foggo 

      Liberation Days by David van Belle 
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Ella Zeltserman's poetry cuts both ways. The story of her flight from the USSR 
in 1979—of the young family she brought to Edmonton and the older one she 
left behind—does "explain freedom to the ones born bent," but it also explains 
oppression to the ones born free. Deftly modulating language, imagery, and 
events of past and present, comfort and tyranny, atrocity and family, home 
and war, Leningrad and Edmonton, she touches readers emotionally, drawing 
them into the journey. This authentic account of Russian-Jewish immigration to 
Canada during the Cold War will speak to all who have left their country or who 
moved far away from home. 
 

Book Design by Alan Brownoff 
University of Alberta Press 

    ISBN: 9781772120028  

In an old ruined city, emptied of most of its inhabitants, Ustad Ramzi, a 
famous wrestler past his prime, and Gohar Jan, a well-known courtesan 
whose kotha once attracted the wealthy and powerful, contemplate the 
former splendour of their lives and the ruthless currents of time and history 
that have swept them into oblivion. Powerful and haunting, Between Clay 
and Dust is a triumph of storytelling and a poignant exploration of love, 
honour, redemption, and the strength that great souls find to go on when 
all is lost. 
 

Book Design by Natalie Olsen 
Freehand Books  

    ISBN: 9781554812073  

Book Design 

    Between Clay and Dust by Musharraf Ali Farooqi 

    Film and the City by George Melnyk 

          small things left behind by Ella Zeltserman 

16 

Film and the City is the first comprehensive study of Canadian film and 
“urbanity”—the totality of urban culture and life. Drawing on film and urban 
studies and building upon issues of identity formation in Canadian studies, 
Melnyk considers how filmmakers, films, and urban audiences experience, 
represent, and interpret urban spatiality, visuality, and orality. In this way, 
Film and the City argues that Canadian narrative film of the postmodern 
period has aided in articulating a new national identity.  
 

Cover Design by Marvin Harder 
Athabasca University Press 

   ISBN: 9781927356593  

w   i n n e r  
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Film and the City is the first comprehensive study of Canadian film and 
“urbanity”—the totality of urban culture and life. Drawing on film and urban 
studies and building upon issues of identity formation in Canadian studies, 
Melnyk considers how filmmakers, films, and urban audiences experience, 
represent, and interpret urban spatiality, visuality, and orality. In this way, 
Film and the City argues that Canadian narrative film of the postmodern 
period has aided in articulating a new national identity.  
 

Cover Design by Marvin Harder 
Athabasca University Press 

   ISBN: 9781927356593  

From the multi-talented author of Inventory and Open Pit comes a new col-
lection of short stories, filled with lost souls drifting through exotic locales, 
reinventing themselves on the fly. Marguerite Pigeon’s gifts for quick charac-
terization and muscular dialogue are on full display in this collection, where 
you will encounter competitors in an endurance race at the edge of the 
world; the secret lives of stray cats, and those who try to catch them night 
after night; an interview with a once-famous musician who seems to be los-
ing touch with reality; a date in Mexico City that ends in a kidnapping; a 
woman who comes face to face with her mirror image and finds that she’s 
taken another path; and a girl who’s determined to never, ever stand still 
again. 

Cover Design by Justine Ma 
NeWest Press 

    ISBN: 978-1-927063-75-0  

When his parents’ car is hit by a train, Luke, a failed actor, returns to his 
Edmonton hometown to attend their funeral, wrap up their affairs, and 
prepare their house to be sold off. But while all others around him grieve, 
Luke remains detached, striking up a relationship with a woman in a 
neighbouring house... and stumbling across evidence that his mother may 
have engaged in a longstanding extramarital affair herself. In Blind Spot, 
debut novelist Laurence Miall crafts an unforgettable literary antihero, a 
man disconnected from the pain of those around him, yet blind to his own 
faults.  

Cover Design by Michel Vrana 
NeWest Press 

    ISBN: 978-1-927063-65-1  

Book Cover/Jacket Design 

    Blind Spot by Laurence Miall 

    Film and the City by George Melnyk 

    Some Extremely Boring Drives by Marguerite Pigeon 

w   i n n e r  

 

 

Richard Van Camp has partnered with award-winning illustrator Julie 
Flett to create a tender board book for babies and toddlers that cele-
brates the potential of every child. With its delightful contemporary 
illustrations, Little You is perfect to be shared, read, or sung to all 
the little people in your life—and the new little ones on the way!   

 
Orca Book Publishers     

ISBN: 978-1459802483  

Who am I? It’s a question a lot of children seem to ask themselves, 
at which point being “them” simply isn’t enough. Many kids want to 
change their names. This is what happened to Wilma Lee Wu. One 
day, Wilma decides she no longer likes her name, and she sets off 
for the Change Your Name Store to find a new one. Once at the 
store, the possibilities seem endless. Mrs. Zeena McFooz, the store-
keeper, says that Wilma can try out any new name she wants with 
one catch: she must “go for a ride” to discover what it means to be 
that name.   

Sky Pony Press 
     ISBN: 978-1628736083   

You’re Just Right reminds us that even though we all share in the 
same struggles, each one of us longs to hear these words whispered 
quietly: “I love you so much. You’re just right.” Written with ten-
derness and compassion, You’re Just Right affirms the beauty and 
dignity that comes with unconditional love. 
 

Tatanka Productions 
     ISBN: 978-0986673825  

w   i n n e r  of the R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s Literature 

Children’s 

     You’re Just Right by Victor Lethbridge 

     Little You by Richard Van Camp 

     The Change Your Name Store by Leanne Shirtliffe 
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Alberta Book  
Publishing Awards 

 
presented by  

READ ALBERTA BOOKS 
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This evocative book binds the ancient past with the distant future—by re-
claiming the present. It is a recitation and a prayer of reconciliation, 
whether expressed in radical chant filled with the optimism of healing or in 
the Celtic lament of a cunning passage-play. Open Letter is a hymn that 
revisits the poet’s adolescence with the extended tension of a Deirdre of the 
Sorrows. It is an incantation heard in the beat of a Bodhrán, Calling the 
Taliesin in, through which everything flows, from River to lyric Stone. But 
mostly it is a epistle to the world, to all those who have been harmed and 
seek a path to recovery. Conceived out of improvisation, this collage of 
thresholds and crossings zeroes-in on the topic of violence against women, 
with wisdom and poignant insight.  
 

Frontenac House    
 ISBN: 978-1-927823-23-1  

In as if, E.D. Blodgett takes readers on journeys of contemplation in which he 
re-imagines the lyric form. Each line leaves the reader breathless as it runs 
into the next to form a continuous cycle, a continued breath. The delicate 
syntax of each piece pushes one forward, ever forward. The poems are 
Dantesque, leading the traveller through a deeper, darker world. As a collec-
tion, as if constitutes an ars poetica of Blodgett's Apostrophes series. The 
poems explore the elements that make up the series—strict metrical pat-
terns, the possibilities of breath, the endlessness and seamlessness of the 
spoken word, the incantation.  
 

University of Alberta Press 
    ISBN: 978-0-88864-727-6  

            as if  by E. D. Blodgett 

          small things left behind by Ella Zeltserman 

             Open Letter by Sheri-D Wilson 

Robert Kroetsch Poetry Book Award 

Ella Zeltserman's poetry cuts both ways. The story of her flight from the USSR 
in 1979—of the young family she brought to Edmonton and the older one she 
left behind—does "explain freedom to the ones born bent," but it also explains 
oppression to the ones born free. Deftly modulating language, imagery, and 
events of past and present, comfort and tyranny, atrocity and family, home 
and war, Leningrad and Edmonton, she touches readers emotionally, drawing 
them into the journey. This authentic account of Russian-Jewish immigration to 
Canada during the Cold War will speak to all who have left their country or who 
moved far away from home. 
 

University of Alberta Press 
    ISBN: 9781772120028  

w   i n n e r  
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Speculative Fiction 

Marie Jenner has never had much luck. Her job sucks. Her apartment—the 
one with the unbreakable lease—has a ghost. And worst of all, her mother 
won’t let up about her joining the “family business.” Since that business is 
moving the spirits of the dead on to the next plane of existence and doesn’t  
pay at all, Marie’s not interested. She wants a normal job—a normal life. 
Even when she applies for the job of her dreams, Marie doesn’t get what 
she wants. Well, not entirely. She does get the job—but she also gets an-
other ghost. Farley Hewitt, the newly-dead caretaker of the building, wants 
her to prove his death is not an accident, and she’s pretty sure he’s going to 
haunt her until she does. All she wants is normal. She isn’t going to get it.  
 

Tyche Books 
    ISBN: 978-1-928025-08-5  

From its modest beginnings with a single test issue to its Aurora Award-
winning present, On Spec, The Canadian Magazine of the Fantastic, has 
delighted its fans with tales of the fantastic for 25 years. What better way 
to celebrate On Spec’s silver jubilee than showcasing some of its best sto-
ries? Spanning two decades of On Spec’s history, these twenty-four stories 
and poems offer a tantalizing taste of the wondrous, dark, humorous, and 
surreal tales that have appeared in its pages.  

 
Tyche Books 

    ISBN: 978-1-928025-05-4  

Prince Aidan Gairden’s life was planned out for him 800 years before he was 
born. On his sixteenth birthday, he will take up Heritage, the magical sword 
wielded by his mother and generations of Gairden ancestors before him, and 
lead the kingdom of Torel into a new golden age of peace and prosperity. If 
Aidan had his way, he would leave the sword and throne behind for a life 
free of responsibility. To Aidan’s utter shock, Heritage grants his wish. 
While Aidan struggles to find his place, an ancient evil awakens and pro-
vokes a war between Torel and the warrior tribes of the west. Thrust upon a 
bloody trail of deception and corruption, Aidan is forced to make a desper-
ate choice: lead Torel in a war he does not believe in, or be banished from 
his home and family forever.  

Tyche Books 
    ISBN: 978-1-928025-01-6  

               Heritage: Book One of the Gairden Chronicles by David L. Craddock 

    Seeing the Light: a Marie Jenner mystery by E. C. Bell 

      Casserole Diplomacy edited by D. Walton, A. Marston, & Barry Hammond 

w   i n n e r  

 

 

Scholarly and Academic 

10 

Edited by P. Whitney Lackenbauer 
Vol. 1 of A Historical and Legal Study of Sovereignty in the Canadian North pro-
vides the most comprehensive documentation yet available on the post-
Confederation history of Canadian sovereignty in the north. As Arctic sovereignty 
and security issues return to the forefront of public debate, this invaluable re-
source provides the foundation upon which we may expand our understanding of 
Canada's claims from the original transfers of the northern territories in 1870 and 
1880 through to the late twentieth century.  

University of Calgary Press   ISBN: 978-1-55238-720-7  

Since 1977, a new generation of Canadian writers and artists has been mapping 
the cultural landscapes formed by the memories of war we have inherited, and 
also the ones we are expected to forget. Challenging, even painful, the art 
and literature in Grace's magisterial study build causeways into history, con-
necting us to trials and traumas many Canadians have never known but that 
haunt society in subtle and compelling ways. A contemporary scholar of the 
period under examination, Grace exemplifies her role as witness, investing the 
text with personal, often lyrical, responses as a way of enacting this crucial 
memory-work.  

University of Alberta Press    ISBN: 978-1-77212-000-4  

The overarching theme of this volume is that Canada's Aboriginal population has 
reached a critical stage of transition, from a situation in the past characterized 
by delayed modernization, extreme socio-economic deficit, and minimal control 
over their demography, to a point of social, political, economic, and demo-
graphic ascendancy. Experts from around the world review and extend the re-
search on Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the circum-
polar North, mapping recent changes in their demography, health, and sociology 
and comparing their conditions with that of Aboriginal Peoples in other countries.  

University of Alberta Press    ISBN: 978-0-88864-625-5   

      Aboriginal Populations edited by Frank Trovato & Anatole Romaniuk 

      Terrestrial Sovereignty, 1870-1939  by Gordon W. Smith 

         Landscapes of War and Memory by Sherrill Grace 

     Coded Territories edited by Steven Loft & Kerry Swanson 

This collection of essays provides a historical and contemporary context 
for Indigenous new media arts practice in Canada. The writers are estab-
lished artists, scholars, and curators who cover thematic concepts and 
underlying approaches to new media from a distinctly Indigenous perspec-
tive. Through discourse and narrative analysis, the writers discuss a num-
ber of topics ranging from how Indigenous worldviews inform unique ap-
proaches to new media arts practice, to their own work, and specific 
contemporary works.  

University of Calgary Press    ISBN: 978-1-55238-706-1  

w   i n n e r  



 

 

Trade Fiction 

In his confident debut, Greg Bechtel offers ten magnetically-charged stories 
about the impossible-turned-possible—secrets, paranoia, sex, conspiracies, 
and magic—as he effortlessly shatters the boundaries between speculative 
and literary fiction. Boundary Problems vibrates on the edge of meaning, as 
carjackers, accidental gunrunners, and small-town cabbies struggle to wring 
meaning from the strange events that overtake them. Bechtel’s worlds of 
mystery and magic constantly challenge his characters’ pursuit of logical 
explanations. These compelling tales blur lines and push boundaries—into the 
surreal, into the playful, into the irresistible energy of uncertainty. 
 

Freehand Books 
ISBN: 978-1-55481-186-1  

For Shirley and Corporal Gil Bouchard, life on an army base in Kingston, On-
tario is a constant struggle—a struggle to make ends meet, a struggle to raise 
children who are searching for their own identity and moral values, a strug-
gle to cope with relatives who don’t all share a common language, or with 
neighbours who live by vastly different sensitivities. Sometimes, it seems, it 
is almost a struggle to survive. Told from the various points of view of the 
different protagonists, Riel Street is a realistic portrait of a military family: 
never sentimental, often comical and occasionally sad. Beautifully written, 
Riel Street is utterly believable, a story of quiet courage, determination, grit 
and tenacity, a story of small everyday triumphs and occasional not-so-small 
tragedies.  
 

Frontenac House 
ISBN: 978-1-927823-17-0  

    riel street by Colette Maitland 

    Boundary Problems by Greg Bechtel 

    Some Extremely Boring Drives by Marguerite Pigeon 
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From the multi-talented author of Inventory and Open Pit comes a new col-
lection of short stories, filled with lost souls drifting through exotic locales, 
reinventing themselves on the fly. Marguerite Pigeon’s gifts for quick charac-
terization and muscular dialogue are on full display in this collection, where 
you will encounter competitors in an endurance race at the edge of the 
world; the secret lives of stray cats, and those who try to catch them night 
after night; an interview with a once-famous musician who seems to be los-
ing touch with reality; a date in Mexico City that ends in a kidnapping; a 
woman who comes face to face with her mirror image and finds that she’s 
taken another path; and a girl who’s determined to never, ever stand still 
again. 

NeWest Press 
    ISBN: 978-1-927063-75-0  

w   i n n e r  

 

 

Trade Non-Fiction 

             One Hour in Paris by Karyn L. Freedman 

    Detachment: An Adoption Memoir by Maurice Mierau 

         From Realism to Abstraction by Adriana A. Davies 

In Detachment, Maurice Mierau probes not only the process of adoption but 
what comes after—the challenges of becoming a family, and the strain on his 
marriage. While his son acts out and gets in trouble at school, Maurice feels 
removed, detached, thinking instead about his own emotionally distant fa-
ther. Also born in Ukraine, Maurice’s Mennonite father has a traumatic, mys-
terious past of his own. If Maurice can come to understand his father’s life, 
perhaps he can start to make sense of his new son’s. Detachment is a mov-
ing, darkly funny, and searingly unsentimental memoir about learning to 
become a father and a son.  
 

Freehand Books  
 ISBN: 978-1-55481-206-6  

Filled with images of his work and photographs of his life as an artist 
and teacher in western Canada, this book is the first to focus com-
pletely on J.B. Taylor, his importance to the western Canadian and 
Banff artistic communities, and his role in the transition from tradi-
tional, eastern, North American, and European landscape ideals and 
technique to a more abstract representation and the formation of a 
new aesthetic of the wilderness based on the mountains of the West.  

 
University of Calgary Press    

ISBN: 978-1-55238-709-2  

In this powerful memoir, philosopher Karyn L. Freedman travels back to a 
Paris night in 1990 when she was twenty-two and, in one violent hour, her life 
was changed forever by a brutal rape. One Hour in Paris takes the reader on a 
harrowing yet inspirational journey through suffering and recovery both per-
sonal and global. We follow Freedman from an apartment in Paris to a French 
courtroom, then from a trauma center in Toronto to a rape clinic in Africa. At 
a time when as many as one in three women in the world have been victims 
of sexual assault and when many women are still ashamed to come forward, 
Freedman’s book is a moving and essential look at how survivors cope and 
persevere. 

Freehand Books  
ISBN: 978-1-55481-195-3  
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