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The Writers’ Guild of Alberta (WGA) was formed in October 1980 on SAIT campus
to provide a meeting ground and collective voice for all the writers of the province.
Our members write in every genre at every level of expertise. 

The WGA helps give Alberta writers a sense of unity and community and is the
largest provincial writers’ organization in Canada.

ABOUT THE WRITERS' 
GUILD OF ALBERTA

VISION
A thriving writing community that is
diverse, valued, and celebrated.

MISSION
We support and advocate for writers
at all stages of their writing life,
providing opportunities to connect
and grow.

GUIDING BELIEFS

The literary arts are essential to the well-
being of all individuals and communities and
contribute to the economy and quality of life
in Alberta.

Networking and collaboration are beneficial
to innovation and the creative process.

A safe and welcoming environment, one that
respects and invites diversity and inclusion, is
essential for writers to pursue their craft.

Knowledge and ongoing development are
fundamental to creative growth.

CORE VALUES
Community
Advocacy
Relationship Building
Growth & Development
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
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The 2023/2024 year saw significant turnover at the Board level, with a host of new
Executive and Members at Large on the Board. Collectively, they brought great experience to the
Board and helped the WGA maintain its longstanding health and resilience. As membership and
event attendance and registrations rebounded and even increased over some pre-pandemic
numbers, the Board did an effective job of providing direction for the Guild and ensuring its
long-term stability in support of Alberta’s writers.

The fiscal landscape has changed since 2019 and not for the better. Persistent high
inflation has created new pressures on the Guild as we strove to keep our level of engagement at
high levels while also absorbing higher costs for nearly all supplies and labour. Some tools and
resources, such as staff computers, needed replacing in 2023/2024, and software licences
continue to rise in cost at levels well above the average rate of inflation. The Board has passed a
budget for the coming year that reflects awareness of these factors and offers a conservative
fiscal vision that should prove resistant to financial shocks. As noted in Giorgia Severini’s
Executive Director report, “rising costs continue to be a concern, for both arts organizations and
the public as we notice in the continued rise in requests for bursaries for our programs.” With
these pressures in mind, we encourage members who can to donate to the funds, such as the
W.O. Mitchell Scholarship Fund, that help offset costs and provide programming bursaries for
members who face financial hardship.

Lower interest in online and hybrid programming means that, moving forward, we need
to closely consider the cost:access ratio for remote programming, a concern that will particularly
impact our members located outside of the Edmonton and Calgary centres. Members for whom
the ease and access of remote programming matter are strongly encouraged to support such
programming to demonstrate its continued need. Speaking of regional centres, while some
continued programming in Edmonton has seen robust and even increasing attendance, it has not
kept pace with Calgary in terms of overall and youth programming; a trend reflected in Board
membership. We are thrilled with how robust the events and community are in Calgary and hope
the coming year sees a spread of this energy to other regions.

2023 saw a return of a Youth Director to the Executive of the Board, and Kendall
Bistretzan has had a busy year initiating events and engaging with youth writers and groups
across the province. We are delighted with her work in the role and look forward to another year
of increasing youth (under 30) engagement in 2024/2025. Members under 30 who want to get
involved are encouraged to reach out to the Board and Kendall or to visit the website to learn
more about events in their areas. We also invite them to get involved with the WGA as
volunteers.



Other key committees and initiatives include the work of the Membership Committee
which, under the direction of former President Blaine Newton, has done extensive work
reviewing bylaws and Terms of Reference for the Guild, with recommendations to the Board to
revise how we create awards committees and juries in ways that increase transparency, reduce
conflicts of interest, and ensure relevant skill levels in jurors. The Committee has also crafted a
member survey that will be sent out this summer to help the Guild focus its services and
programming on what members need and want from us. The Equity Committee, chaired by Colin
Martin, worked to address the key concerns raised in last year’s Board retreat and built into our
Strategic Plan to increase equity, access, and representation. Board members now offer a Land
Acknowledgement at every meeting, and the WGA nears finalization on Acknowledgements to
be used for all Guild activities and communications. Injuries and absences from key members in
2024 curtailed some of the Committee’s activities, and we look forward to renewed activity in
the 2024/2025 year with a particular focus on decolonizing our annual conference.

The Board this year decided to reschedule our annual strategic planning retreat for the fall
rather than the spring so that such plans get developed by the Board responsible for their
execution. At this time, we thus remain directed by the initiatives to increase equity, access, and
sustainability covered at the 2023 Board retreat. Many members of this year’s Board will, if
elected, return to continue that work and lend their experience to planning the future direction of
the Guild. Finally, we draw notice to key members who will not be returning to the Board,
including Vice President Dorothy Bentley and former President Blaine Newton, who provided
invaluable work, knowledge, and experience to Board activities this year. They will be dearly
missed in the coming year, even as we excitedly welcome those who join us at the AGM and
find election to the WGA Board.

In Solidarity,

Colin Martin
President
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During the 2023/2024 year, we continued to see many successes among the Alberta writing
community, as well as within our organization, a notable one being that our membership
numbers recovered from the dip they took during the pandemic. We saw an increase in all
membership categories and can confidently say we are back to pre-pandemic levels, with over
1000 members. We’re happy to welcome many new members, but also grateful to long-term
members who stuck with us, or returned after temporary absences.

I hesitate to declare everything is back to “normal,” or that we should accept a vision of the
literary sector that is exactly the same as 2019. Some of our favourite venues have shut down
or have faced changes, such as the Banff Centre, which at this time is unable to support the
return of the winter writing retreat we held there for decades. Rising costs continue to be a
concern, for both arts organizations and the public, as we see in the continued rise in requests
for bursaries for our programs. We want to continue accessibility of our programs by offering
online and hybrid options for members unable to attend in-person events, but we have noticed
waning interest. Less interest isn’t zero, and it doesn’t mean we should offer fewer online
programs, but we have to take a closer look at what member needs are and how we can best
meet them. I encourage members to be in touch with me, or other staff and board, to let us
know if you liked or didn’t like a particular program or its format, or if there is anything specific
you would like to see.
 
Most of our programs this year did very well, often selling out and sustaining themselves. Our
Controversy @ Noon online panel series is a notable success, bringing in high attendance and
engaging discussion on issues important to writers. We have several recurring popular events
in Calgary, including the Poetry Parlour at Pachamama Soul Café, which has been described
as a staple of the community. Attendance at our Edmonton events is increasing while we host
them at a consistent venue, the Rooster Kitchen. WordsWorth, our summer youth writing
camp, is on track to recovering from the pandemic as well. Our registrations to date, with two
months to go, are just shy of the total from last year. For more information on all our activities
this year, please see our Report on Activities on page 07. 

Keeping programs sustainable remains a challenge. Many granting agencies offer one-time
funding for programs with the expectation they will go on to sustain themselves. Yet some of
our key programs, such as the Horizons Writers Circle for emerging BIPOC writers, do not
generate revenue because they need to be accessible to participants. We are continuing to
build our main endowment fund, as well as other funds started by donors to fund initiatives in
perpetuity. We have a goal to raise $10,000 for one such fund, the W.O. Mitchell Scholarship
Fund to support emerging writers, within three years of its launch in November 2022, and
thanks to several very generous donations, we are on track to meet the goal. Donations to our
endowment funds, or directly to our programs or bursary fund, are always enormously helpful
and appreciated.
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I want to thank outgoing board members Blaine Newton, Dorothy Bentley, and Nicolas
Brown. They have been a tremendous help this year and I’ll miss their presence on the
board.

Our strong staff team continues to drive our success with ambitious ideas and unwavering
dedication. This year, we welcomed Christyn Carter, our new Communications Coordinator,
who started in November 2023 and immediately made huge strides in refining our
communications and promotions strategies. We also welcomed Sydney Pietsch for the
summer as Summer Programs and Digital Media Assistant, and she was an instant help with
both content and administration.

We are happy for the role we play in helping Alberta’s writing community to thrive, and hope
we can keep up the momentum in the coming year.

Giorgia Severini
Executive Director
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Advocacy

The WGA is a member of the Edmonton Arts
Council, PEN Canada, and Access Copyright.
We are represented on the Alberta Partners for
Arts and Culture (APAC) Coalition, the Calgary
Distinguished Writers Program, Calgary’s When
Words Collide, the Canadian Writers'
Foundation, Canadian Copyright Institute, and
the Cultural Human Resources Council. We
work collaboratively with Calgary’s Wordfest,
the Edmonton Stroll of Poets, LitFest
(Edmonton's Nonfiction festival), as well as
writing organizations, such as Alexandra
Writers’ Centre Society (AWCS) in Calgary,
across the country. 

News and articles of interest are posted
regularly in WestWord and WriteClick and
through the WGA social media channels.

Alberta Culture Days

Alberta Culture Days is an opportunity for
communities across Alberta to celebrate arts and
culture through local events and activities. For
Alberta Culture Days, the WGA hosted an in-person
poetry workshop in Edmonton hosted by Shima
Robinson, and an in-person memoir workshop in
Calgary hosted by paolo da costa. The theme of our
events was: A Vocation to Write: Sharing Your
Words, Your SELF, with Community. 

Participants of the poetry workshop explored the
meanings of the words in the workshop title: “What is
Voice?”, “What is Vocality?”, and “What is
Vocation?” The workshop encouraged discussion of
the collective and individual interpretations of these
aspects of human ingenuity, and time was provided
for writing and reflection as well as group discussion.
Participants in the memoir workshop examined how
much one should reveal about personal history and
inner feelings when writing in this genre. Truth,
kindness, and revelation were key components the
facilitator discussed during the event.

Both events took place on September 23, 2023.

Alberta Literary Awards and Gala

The WGA Alberta Literary Awards currently
presents $12,600 in prizes for the following awards:
 

Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction (fiction book) 
Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction
(nonfiction book) 
Stephan G. Stephannson Award for Poetry
(poetry book) 
Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama
(published or produced play)
R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s Literature
(alternates between picture book and chapter
book) 
Memoir Award
Howard O’Hagan Award for Short Story
(published short story) 
Short Story Collection Award (presented every
second year)
James H. Gray Award for Short Nonfiction
(published short nonfiction) 
Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Award (unpublished
essay) 
Golden Pen Award (lifetime achievement) 

The WGA was grateful to hold the 2023 gala in
person at Fort Calgary on June 3rd, 2023, during
our annual conference. The keynote speakers were
Shane Onyou, drag performer and 2SLGBTQIA+
activist, and Naomi Davis, senior literary agent at
BookEnds Literary Agency. The Golden Pen Award
was presented to Joan Crate. Readings with the
2023 finalists were held at Audreys Books in
Edmonton on April 23rd, 2023, and at Shelf Life
Books in Calgary on April 25th, 2023.

The 2024 gala will be held in person at Coast
Edmonton Plaza on June 8th, 2024. The keynote
speaker will be Juleus Ghunta.

See page 17 for this year’s finalists.
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Annual Conference

The theme of the 2023 WGA Conference was:
Origins: A Return to Networking, Publishing, Genre
and Craft, and it took place from June 2-4 at Fort
Calgary. The event focused on helping participants
make new connections, foster old ones, and network
with other writers and industry professionals over the
course of the weekend. The conference offered
online, in-person, and hybrid events, including
keynotes, panels, workshops, and masterclasses on
a variety topics and genres. 

The conference had 141 participants in total and all
registrants received access to recorded sessions
through YouTube for a limited time following the
event.

Some of the special guests included:
Alice Major (Knife on Snow)
Waubgeshig Rice (Moon of the Turning Leaves)
Emily St. John Mandel (Sea of Tranquility)
Rayanne Haines (Tell the Birds Your Body is Not
a Gun)
Weyman Chan (Witness Back at Me: Mis-
Mothering and Transmigration) 
Berman Ghan (The Years Shall Run Like
Rabbits)
Wakefield Brewster, spoken word artist

The theme for the WGA’s 2024 conference is: No
Place Like Home. The upcoming conference looks
to examine the meaning of literary citizenship: What
is literary citizenship, what makes us active literary
citizens, and how can all of us writers continue to
contribute – in our own way – to the very special
literary scene here in our province? 

Along with literary citizenship, the Spring conference
– which will include hybrid events — will explore the
nuances of writing in various genres, the business of
writing, and the art of writing on timely topics like
climate change and other important issues; the
WGA wants to explore what it means to be an
Alberta writer now.  

Canadian Literacy Centre (CLC)

The mission of the CLC is to foster knowledge,
reading, and appreciation of Canadian literatures,
in English and in French, with a special focus on
Indigenous, minority, and marginalized writing. The
WGA partnered with the CLC on two
masterclasses, the first on September 29th, 2023,
with Olive Senior, and the second on February
21st, 2024, with Wayne Arthurson. 

The masterclass with Olive Senior, “Writing Your
Environment” was held in-person and was open to
all emerging creative writers. Black, Indigenous,
and other racialized writers were especially
encouraged to join. The Masterclass with Wayne
Arthurson was held online and focussed on key
clauses in a book contract and other writerly
business.

The WGA offered its inaugural Controversy @
Noon panel on September 20, 2023. The theme of
the panel was “The Effects of AI on the Literary
World,” and the discussion went so well that the
WGA team sought grant funding in order to have
the series continue the following year. Successful
in securing funding from the Rozsa Foundation for
the duration of 2024, the WGA has offered panels
on the following topics to date:

The Ethics of Writing on Social Issues (January
24, 2024) – 60 attendees
Book Banning in Alberta and Canada
(February 21, 2024) – 70 attendees
Trans Voice Magnified (March 20, 2024) – 13
attendees
Ageism in the Industry (April 24, 2024) – 40
attendees

Controversy @ Noon aims to address the interests
and concerns of the WGA membership and the
Alberta writing community, while fostering a fresh
collaboration dynamic and providing stimulating
discussion, straightforward facts, and clear calls for
action — without having to wait for the WGA’s next
annual conference or festival panel.

Controversy @ Noon Series



Horizons Writers Circle

Horizons Writers Circle, funded by the Edmonton Arts
Council, is a program that provides support and
mentorship for writers within the Black, Indigenous, and
People of Colour (BIPOC) community, ESL, and
underrepresented writers who live in Edmonton and
are at the beginning of their literary journey.

This year’s Horizons Writers Circle has 5 mentees
each matched with a mentor for 5 months, January to
May 2024. The mentees have heritage affiliations with
El-Salvador, India, Jamaica, Philippines, and Vietnam-
China. The genres are ekphrastic poetry, memoir-
poetry, playwriting, and solarpunk (a subgenre in
Science Fiction). The mentees have had two public
readings, and 5 workshops.
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Events and Workshops

The WGA hosts monthly events in both Edmonton
and Calgary which are generally free for members
and available to non-members for a small fee. The
WGA continues to host professional development
presentations, workshops, intensives, and panels both
in-person and online. The online format has helped
engage more members and communities, and has
helped with making WGA programming more
accessible. The WGA continues to navigate its way
forward and adjust programming to fit the needs of its
members and the public.

For a complete list of the past year’s events and
workshops, see page 15.

Digital Strategies

When the COVID-19 pandemic forced all of the
WGA programming to an online format, we noted
how online programming allowed for a greater
number and variety of participants and hosts at our
events. Even though we've transitioned back to in-
person for the majority of our events, our online
programming has continued due to the increase in
rural and remote attendance. The mix of online, in-
person, and hybrid events has allowed our
programming to be as accessible to the greater
Alberta writing community as possible.

The final reading for the Horizons mentees took place
May 11 at the Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel, together
with the mentees from WGA mentorship. We will
continue to meet monthly with the Horizons mentees
over the summer to continue the writing and critique
workshops, and provide more opportunities for them
to meet more writers in the Edmonton writing
community. New this year as well is that we invited
people who applied but were not accepted into
Horizons mentorship to some of the workshops. The
aim is to keep them engaged with WGA, and to help
them create a stronger application for the next round.

General sessions included:
Meet with Premee Mohamed

Meet with Wayne Arthurson

Memoir writing with Giselle General

Mentee Public Readings

Writing Workshop with Pierette Requier

Playwriting and Dialogue workshop with Josh

Languedoc

Intensives
Springboards Story to Script
In 2023 the WGA partnered with Workshop West
Playwrights’ Theatre to offer a Story to Script Intensive for
Springboards, a New Play Festival. Facilitated by
Katherine Koller, the intensive consisted of two in-person
workshops and one in-person blue pencil session for each
participant. Geared toward emerging playwrights and
writers new to playwriting, the intensive focused on story
finding, character development, and dialogue drafting. It
took place from March 19 to March 26, 2023. 

Moving Your Manuscript Forward
The WGA also offered a Moving Your Manuscript Forward
intensive from October 4, 2023, to January 17, 2024. Led
by Natasha Deen, participants examined the importance
of character development and the business of writing in
two separate online workshops. The workshops were
followed by thirty-minute blue pencil session with each
participant, giving attendees the unique opportunity to
discuss their work with Natasha one on one.

Some were discussions with Writers in Residence
Premee Mohamed and Wayne Arthruson, and some
were writing workshops with Giselle General (Memoir),
Pierette Requir (Stillness), and Josh Languedoc (writing
dialogue).



Kemosa Scholarship

First established in 2017 by Dr. Nhung Tran-
Davies in partnership with Tlicho Dene author
Richard Van Camp, the Kemosa Scholarship
offers an opportunity for First Nations, Métis
and Inuit Mothers to obtain resources to help
them complete the work on their writing –
whether that be a novel, a collection of stories,
poems, or whatever other form their writing
might take.

Richard Van Camp, Jacqueline Guest, and
Nicole Harrish were the 2023 judges. They
selected the three finalists (Shelley Willier,
Rhonda Gladue, and Paige Cardinal) as well as
an honourable mention (Diana Powers).

Manuscript Reading Service
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The Manuscript Reading Service is a valuable
opportunity for writers to have their manuscript
read by a professional writer who will then
provide them with a detailed evaluation of their
work and suggestions for improvement. Writers
send their manuscripts to the WGA head office,
and they are matched with a professional writer
whose experience most closely suits the
manuscript submitted. The WGA subsidizes the
services for members to keep it affordable.
There were 23 participants in the 2023/24 fiscal
year.

Mentorship Program

2024 marks the thirteenth year for the
Mentorship program, which pairs emerging
writers with established Alberta authors for
four months to develop the emerging writer’s
literary work, and to provide support and
encouragement. Sponsored by the RBC
Foundation, this program has seen many of
its participants grow and succeed as
published authors.

Ann Sutherland — Fiction matched with mentor
Barb Howard
Chad Neufeld — Pilot (TV script) matched with
mentor AJ Devlin (Chad’s participation was
supported by the Sharon L. Henderson Award
for Young and Emerging Writers)
Juleus Ghunta — Poetry matched with mentor
Uchechukwu Peter Umezurike 
Dianne Koebel-Pede — YA Fiction matched with
mentor Gail Anderson-Dargatz  (Supported by
the Mary Bell Memorial Scholarship)
Margaret McKeon — Memoir matched with
mentor Matthew Stepanic
Megan Stobbe — Poetry matched with mentor
Peter Midgley
Miji Campbell — Fiction matched with mentor Ali
Bryan

Partnerships

The WGA continued the following major ongoing
partnerships in 2023/2024: The City of Calgary
W.O. Mitchell Book Prize, The Robert Kroetsch
City of Edmonton Book Prize, and administration
for the Edmonton Stroll of Poets. The WGA has
also successfully partnered on events and
programs with the Canadian Literature Centre,
Wordfest, the Book Publishers Association of
Alberta, Calgary’s Single Onion Reading Series,  
Calgary Spoken Word Festival, the Literary
Translators Association of Canada, and the
Alexandra Writers’ Centre Society.

City Book Prizes

Both The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize
and The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book
Prize continue to be successful. The Calgary prize
received over 50 entries and the Edmonton prize
received over 35.

The WGA hired three successful and prominent
jurors for each prize, oversaw the jury’s group
deliberations, and collected the final jury results
and declarations.
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Close communication and collaboration with the
two cities were very successful in the execution
of both city’s respective prizes. The Robert
Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize winner,
Mathew James Weigel for Whitemud Walking,
was announced with the other primary winners
of the Edmonton Arts Prizes on May 3, 2023.
The winner of The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell
Book Prize, Suzette Mayr, for The Sleeping Car
Porter (Coach House Books) was announced
during The Calgary Awards on June 14, 2023.

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets Society has been
in partnership with the WGA for many years.
The WGA continues to provide administrative
support to run a very successful organization.
The Edmonton Stroll of Poets has over 100
active members, holds over 20 readings in a
year, releases a weekly newsletter, and also
publishes a yearly anthology. This year, with the
WGA's administrative support, the Stroll of Poets
opened a Google Nonprofit Workspace, which
will allow for more seamless collaboration
between their committee and board members.

Edmonton Stroll of Poets

Retreats

The WGA will be hosting an in-person
weekend retreat at Sanctum in Fall 2024,
from September 20-22 in Caroline, Alberta.
We hope to secure two facilitators for the
duration of the weekend, where registrants
will have the opportunity to enjoy a beautiful,
scenic, nature-laden venue while taking the
time to work on their writing projects.

WestWord

WestWord Magazine is distributed quarterly to over
1000 members and stakeholders, with Raymond
Gariépy as editor. The magazine continues to include
articles on the craft, business, and life of writing,
regular features such as a column on legal natters for
writers, as well as community and member news.
WestWord is available in both print and electronic
editions, and is currently distributed to over 600
members by post and over 570 by email.

They also allow us to more easily bring in presenters
from outside Alberta, thus increasing the diversity of
voices in our programs. We also offer recordings of
select webinars for purchase.

See WGA Events on page 15 for the webinars we
hosted over the past year.

WGA Podcast

The WGA podcast channel aims to encourage more
readers to explore Alberta authors by making the
audio recording of the WGA events and programs
available to the virtual community. Ongoing events
and discussions about the Canadian literary field,
such as the Online Reading Series, can be accessed
at any time through our podcast channel. The
channel will continue to be updated to give members
the chance to revisit or explore any of our former
events or programs. 

Webinars

The Get Publishing Webinar Series was
launched in 2016 after the Get Publishing
Communications Society dissolved and gifted
its brand to the WGA. The webinars allow
more accessibility to presentations about the
writing craft and business for members who
are unable to attend our events in Edmonton
and Calgary.

WriteClick

WriteClick, our email newsletter, continues to be
distributed to members who opt-in to receive it. The
newsletter is distributed to over 1000 members each
week. It includes current WGA news, event listings,
member book launches and readings, upcoming
workshops and classes, employment and volunteer
opportunities for writers, and up-to-date market and
contest listings. 
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The 2023 staff consisted of Colin Matty as the Camp
Director; Sadie MacGillivray, Jess Tollestrup, Gab
Dubbbeldam, and Kaja Pedersen as the Creative
Team; as well as Kim Firmston, Johnny MacRae,
David Wilson, Marin Perlette, Shima Robinson, Kunji
Ikeda, Marcello Di Cintio, and Steve Currie as the
instructors.

Examples of the workshops offered include:

Collaborative Writing

Imagination in Morion

Writing Wrongs

Stories that Move

The Writer’s Voice

Youth Writing Residencies

The WGA’s youth writing programs and residencies
for 11 - 19 year-olds continue to be popular as well as
an invaluable experience for young writers.
Participants experience not only improvement in their
writing but also personal growth, connections with
like-minded young writers, and mentorship from
experienced and enthusiastic artists. WordsWorth
was once again held in person at Red Deer
Polytechnic, Drink the Wild Air was unfortunately
cancelled, and Circuit Tree was rebooted into a series
of workshops throughout the year. Colin Matty once
again served as Camp Director for WordsWorth and
Drink the Wild Air.

WordsWorth is a week-long sleep-over creative
writing residency for young writers and artists who
enjoy storytelling and believe in the power of words.
Guided by established and respected artist-
instructors, participants experience writing and
storytelling through a variety of forms. But the
experiences don’t begin and end with the classes;
young writers come together to celebrate writing
through friendships, campfires, concerts, open mic
sessions, hikes, free-writing time, and semi-
competitive games.

WriteClick is distributed weekly so members
receive information in a timely fashion. WGA
special bulletins are also distributed via
WriteClick when required. WriteClick continues to
have a higher-than-average open rate and click
rate for our industry.

As we are continuing to regain momentum for
our youth programming, and to promote the
chaotic liveliness that WordsWorth participants
keep coming back for, we once again only
offered two weeks of programming. The first
week ran from July 9th-14th and was for ages
11-14. The second week ran from July 16th-21st
and was for ages 15-19. WordsWorth 2023:
LET’S GO!! attracted a total of 34 participants: 15
participants for week one and 19 participants for
week two.
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Youth Committee Report

I joined the Writers’ Guild of Alberta Board as the Youth Representative in 2023. In taking this role,
my goal was to host new events to draw in young participants, while making existing events more
accessible and less intimidating so that people under 30 feel they can benefit from being part of the
WGA. A year later, I am very proud of what the Youth Committee has been able to accomplish.
We started by re-vamping the defunct @wga_youth_hub Instagram. Committee member Kate
Gough took charge of curating content to appeal to a young audience, including a series on coping
with rejection, Q&As with local authors, and other helpful resources. The Instagram page currently
has 268 followers.

The youth committee hosted our first online Youth Writers’ Circle in September. Eleven people
signed up, and each participant took the opportunity to share some of their work and seek feedback.
The event was positively received. We hosted a second Youth Writers’ Circle in February, though
this one saw less of a turnout. We decided to switch gears and instead focus on elevating youth
presence at already-existing WGA events.

I worked with WGA staff liaison Ashley Frerichs to organize a youth-centered Connections Brewing
Night. Ashley graciously allowed me to host and curate the evening’s readers. We were joined by
poet Bret Crowle, whose debut poetry collection is being released by Frontenac House this fall, and
poet Mikaela Cacho, who released a poetry collection in 2019, and is currently very involved in the
zine community. There were 17 people in attendance.

This summer, we hope to shine a further spotlight on youth talent by having committee member
Kate Gough headline the July Poetry Parlour, while also encouraging other writers under 30 to
attend and participate. Other ideas the youth committee would like to pursue include a zine fair,
promoting youth submissions to WestWord, and a youth-specific Coffee and Chat at the library. Our
goal is to space these out over the remaining months of the year to build and maintain a community
of young writers in Alberta.

I encourage all Alberta writers who are under 30 to keep up to date with the WGA programs offered
throughout the year, whether it is youth-specific or not. When young writers feel they belong in the
community, they’ll remain and contribute to the sphere of Alberta writing for years to come.

Kendall Bistretzan
Youth Committee Chair



Membership Committee Report

The membership committee was formed based on recommendations arising from a
WGA Board retreat. Acknowledging the overlap between membership, equity, fund
raising and programming, it was determined that the membership committee should first
prepare a survey to be sent to the membership in order for the Board and staff to better
understand the demographics of the membership, what the membership needed from
the Guild, where Guild programs may require modification or extension in order to be
current with the needs of the membership, and to identify, as far as is reasonable, who
is at the table and who is not.

This information is at the core of what the WGA needs to remain relevant with the
current landscape of the Alberta writing community and, perhaps more importantly, what
that landscape is likely to look like in the future. This is essential if the WGA is not only to
support Alberta writers, but to lead.

Building on the framework of the previous membership survey of 2014 (now 10 years
old), the committee asked the questions: what do we need to know; why do we want to
know it; what actions might we take based on this information?

The membership committee developed a draft survey for review by the Board as a
whole. This draft, up-dated based upon Board input, has now been provided to staff for
additional feedback and to identify the technological requirements of the survey (how
information is collected and how this information is to be turned into knowledge).

It is anticipated that the survey will go out to the membership in the late summer/early
fall of this year. It will form the basis for future Board actions and assist in the
preparation of a similar survey for non-members to be prepared by the Equity
Committee.

Thanks to the committee members for their time and their insight. Their range of
perspectives was invaluable.

Blaine Newton, Past President
Committee Chair
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WGA Events

AWCS & WGA Connections Brewing Pub Night
(Prairie Dog Brewing, Calgary)
April 3, May 1, June 12, July 17, August 21, September
11, October 2, November 6, December 4, 2023,
January 8, February 5, March 4, 2024

Queer Calgary & WGA Writing Group (Alexandra
Writers Centre, Calgary)
April 8, 2023

Calgary Coffee Chat (Various locations, Calgary)
April 13, May 4, 25, June 29, September 7, October 11,
November 10, 15, December 8, 2023, January 22,
February 16, 26, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2024

The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize
Shortlist Readings (Shelf Life Books, Calgary)
April 13, 2023

Kemosa Reading Event: A Celebration of Métis,
Inuit, and First Nations Mothers Who Write (Yorath
House, Edmonton)
April 14, 2023

Poetry Parlour (Pachamama Soul Café, Calgary)
April 18, May 16, June 20, September 19, October 17,
November 21, December 19, 2023, January 16,
February 19, March 19, April 16, 2024

Single Onion Poetry Reading Series (Shelf Life
Books, Calgary)
April 20, May 18, October 19, November 16, 2023

Alberta Literary Awards Finalists Readings
(Audreys Books, Edmonton)
April 23, 2023

Alberta Literary Awards Finalists Reading (Shelf Life
Books, Calgary)
April 25, 2023

Mentorship Program Reading (Varscona Hotel,
Edmonton)
May 6, 2023
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Spring Poetry Reading: 9 by 7 (Shelf Life Books,
Calgary)
May 30, 2023

WGA Annual Conference: Origins (Fort Calgary,
Calgary)
June 2 - 4, 2023

Alberta Literary Awards Gala (Fort Calgary, Calgary)
June 3, 2023

Writers Outside (Outside, Edmonton)
June 21, 2023

No Alcohol in the Archives! (Online)
July 4, 2023

WordsWorth - Let's Go! (Red Deer Polytechnic, Red
Deer)
July 9 - 14, 2023 (Week 1), July 16 – 21, 2023 (Week 2)

Writers Outside, But Inside (Online)
July 26, 2023

Fort McMurray Write Nights (Wood Buffalo Regional
Library, Fort McMurray)
June 15, 2023

Dog Days of Summer Calgary Mixer (Community
Wise Patio, Calgary)
August 10, 2023

How to Query / Pitch an Agent Webinar (Online)
August 10, 2023

Writers Outside! Are You Afraid of the Dark?
(Outdoors, Edmonton)
August 24, 2023

September Soiree: Poetry & Music (cSpace,
Calgary)
September 13, 2023
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The Olive Reading Series Relaunch (Rooster
Kitchen, Edmonton)
September 13, 2023

Controversy @ Noon: The Effects of AI on Writers
and the Literary World (Online)
September 20, 2023

WGA Youth Committee Online Writers' Circle
(Online)
September 20, 2023

Alberta Culture Days - Voice and Vocality as
Vocation: Speaking Words to Give Meaning to Life
in Community (Edmonton Public Library Strathcona
Branch, Edmonton)
September 23, 2023

Alberta Culture Days - Memoir as Medicine for the
Heart (Alexandra Writers’ Centre, Calgary)
September 23, 2023

WGA Fall Kick Off (Rooster Kitchen, Edmonton)
October 4, 2023

WGA Fall Kick Off (Joyce on 4th, Calgary)
October 5, 2023

Moving Your Manuscript Forward Intensive with
Natasha Deen (Online)
October 4, 2023 & January 17, 2024

Horror Workshop with Francine Cunningham
(Online)
October 11, 2023

This Beautiful Place: Authors in Fish Creek Park
(The PoetTree at the Bow Valley Ranche, Calgary)
October 15, 2023

Literary Travel Adventures (Rooster Kitchen,
Edmonton)
November 2, 2023

WGA Christmas Party (Asymmetrical Brewing,
Edmonton)
December 12, 2023

WGA Christmas Party (Joyce on 4th, Calgary)
December 13, 2023

Retreat Six-Month Check-In (Online)
November 14, 2023

Oh, Is That a Fact? Workshop (Alexandra Writers’
Centre, Calgary)
November 25, 2023

Blue January Yoga & Writing Workshop (Yoga
Santosha, Calgary)
January 19, 2024

Controversy @ Noon Panel: The Ethics of Writing
on Social Issues (Online)
January 24, 2024

Fail Better (Rooster Kitchen, Edmonton)
February 6, 2024

Controversy @ Noon Panel: Book Banning in
Alberta and Canada (Online)
February 21, 2024

Writers & Mentors Reading (Rooster Kitchen,
Edmonton)
March 5, 2024

Writing for Social Change Workshop (Online)
March 13, 2024

Controversy @ Noon Panel: Trans Voices Magnified
(Online)
March 20. 2024

Controversy @ Noon Extended Edition: Ink Wars:
Out With The Old And In With The New? (Online)
March 27, 2024



WGA Literary Awards
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Our juries deliberated on an overwhelming number of submissions to select the following 31 finalists in
ten categories. Finalists represent excellence in literary work written by Alberta authors and published or
created in 2022-2023. We encourage you to check out these fantastic titles. Congratulations to the
finalists of the 2024 WGA Literary Awards!

Please Note: Finalists for the Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize and The City of Calgary W.0.
Mitchell Book Prize are announced separately by their respective cities.

R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s Literature (Chapter Books) 
(Sponsored by Under the Arch Youth Foundation at The Calgary Foundation)

Kate A. Boorman – Into the Sublime (McMillan/Henry Holt)
Natasha Deen – The Signs and Wonders of Tuna Rashad (Running Press Kids)
Dee Hahn – The Grave Thief (Puffin Canada)

Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction
(Sponsored by Scott Saxberg)

Jessica Johns – Bad Cree (HarperCollins)
Thomas Wharton – Book of Rain (Random House Canada)
Deborah Willis – Girlfriend on Mars (Hamish Hamilton Canada)

Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction
David Laurence Jones – New World Dreams (Heritage House)
Paul McKendrick – Scrubbing the Sky (Figure 1 Publishing)
Alexandra Zabjek – We Need to do This (LCR Publishing)

Memoir Award
(Supported by Vivian Hansen)

Cecile Beaulieu – Brother Broken (FriesenPress)
Charlotte Bellows – The Definition of Beautiful (Freehand Books)
Jennifer Bowering-Delisle – Micrographia (Gordon Hill Press)

Short Story Collection
Astrid Blodgett – This is How You Start to Disappear (University of Alberta Press)
Idman Nur Omar – Private Apartments (House of Anansi Press)
Premee Mohamed – No one will come back for us (Undertow Publications)

Stephan G. Stephansson Award for Book of Poetry
(Sponsored by Stephan V. Benediktson)

Alice Major – Knife on Snow (Turnstone Press)
Natalie Meisner – It Begins in Salt (Frontenac House)
Juleta Severson-Baker – Antecedent (Frontenac House)

https://www.edmontonarts.ca/blog/12-edmonton-arts-prize-finalists-announced-today
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/meet-the-contenders-2024-wo-mitchell-book-prize-finalists-announced/
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/meet-the-contenders-2024-wo-mitchell-book-prize-finalists-announced/
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Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama
Caleigh Crow – There is Violence and There is Righteous Violence and There is Death, or the
Born Again Crow (Playwrights Canada Press)
Mieko Ouchi – Burning Mom (Playwrights Canada Press)
Josée Thibeault – La fille du facteur (Les Éditions du Blé)

James H. Gray Awards for Short Nonfiction
(Supported by Marilyn and Bob Stallworthy)

paulo da costa – The Stones that Anchor Us (Queens Quarterly)
Patti Edgar – Ascending in a Hotel Conference Room (The Dalhousie Review)
Thomas Wharton – Cat Fox Neutrino (Hazlitt)

Howard O’Hagan Short Story Award
(Supported by the Alexandra Writers’ Centre Society)

Katherine Abbass – Fred (The Malahat Review)
Astrid Blodgett – How to Read Water (University of Alberta Press)
Ben Lof – The Care Bears (The Malahat Review)

Jon Whyte Memorial Unpublished Essay Award
(Supported by the Haynes Family – In Memory of Dr. Sterling Haynes)

Antoinette Bekker – The Sensibilities of Dogs
Marcello Di Cintio – Desconocido
Julie Sedivy – Prosthesis

Photo by Unique Perspectives



PAGE 19

Important Acknowledgements
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The Haynes Family – In Memory of Dr.

Sterling Haynes (Jon Whyte Memorial Essay
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Alexandra Writers’ Centre Society (Howard

O'Hagan Award for Short Story &

Conference) 

Alberta Views (Conference) 
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W.O. Mitchell Book Prize) 

The City of Edmonton (The Robert Kroetsch

City of Edmonton Book Prize)
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Treasurer’s Report

I’m happy to report that the WGA continues to stay on budget and operate in a fiscally
responsible manner.

Key items of interest on the financial statements:

Revenues are roughly comparable to the previous year, fluctuations in grant revenue
track against deferred contributions.
The variance in “other” revenues is due to a one-time amount in the prior year and is
not a concern.
Note the increase in investments due to the receipt of a multi-year grant in one lump-
sum. As a result, the portion of the grant intended for future years has been set aside in
a new GIC (see Note 5 on page 9 of the financial statements for details).

We have continued to receive valuable support from sponsors and grant funding agencies,
which has been instrumental in supporting WGA programs. You can find a listing of the
grant funders on Note 10 (page 11) of the Financial Statements.

The WGA staff continue to perform admirably in running the guild’s programs effectively
under budgetary constraints. I would emphasize the extensive work our staff, board
members, and volunteers put in to organize programs and services that all members of
Alberta’s literary community can benefit from.

I encourage our members to remember that the WGA relies on your support, both your
membership and your donations, for our continued success. Donations to the WGA
through the WGA Endowment Fund contribute to more sustainable long-term funding for
WGA programs.

I continue to have high hopes that through the support of our members, and the hard work
of our staff and volunteers, the WGA will have an even better year moving forward.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicolas Brown
Treasurer
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