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WGA OVERVIEW 
 

 

The Writers’ Guild of Alberta (WGA) was formed in October 1980 on SAIT campus to provide a meeting 
ground and collective voice for all the writers of the province. Our members write in every genre and at 
every level of expertise. 

The WGA helps give Alberta writers a sense of unity and community, and is the largest provincial 
writers’ organization in Canada. 
 
WGA Vision Statement 
An Alberta where past, present, and future contributions of writers are supported, acknowledged, and 
valued. 
 
WGA Mission Statement 
The Writers’ Guild of Alberta’s mission is to inspire, connect, support, encourage, and promote writers 
and writing, to safeguard the freedom to write and to read, and to advocate for the well-being of 
writers. 
 
WGA Values and Guiding Beliefs 
The WGA believes that: 

I. The literary arts are essential to the well-being of all individuals, communities, and the 
economy of Alberta; 

II. Working in partnership with other organizations contributes to the quality of life in Alberta; 
III. Networking and collaboration are beneficial to innovation and the creative process; 
IV. A free and safe environment is essential for writers to pursue their craft; 
V. Knowledge and ongoing development are fundamental to creative growth. 

 
Membership 
WGA membership is open to all writers resident or formerly resident of Alberta. Annual membership is 
$70, or $40 for senior and low income members. Memberships are for one year from the date of 
purchase and must be renewed annually. Post-secondary students may receive free memberships for 
the duration of their studies. The WGA offers an automatic renewal option, in which members who 
choose autorenewal will have their annual dues automatically charged to their credit card. 
 
WGA members receive the following benefits: 

 Free entrance to monthly events in Edmonton and Calgary. 

 Members-only programs and events such as retreats. 

 Reduced rates for workshops, conferences, and other literary events. 

 Subscription to the weekly email newsletter WriteClick. 

 Subscription to the bi-monthly magazine WestWord. 

 Access to the Manuscript Reading Service. 

 Opportunity to apply for the Mentorship Program. 

 Support for starting critiquing groups. 

 Support for planning WGA events in rural communities. 

 Access to the members-only section of the WGA website. 

 Discounted subscription rates for select Alberta literary magazines. 
 

The WGA currently has 959 active members in communities all across Alberta.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

It’s been a busy and productive year for the 2015/2016 Board of Directors of the WGA. All board 
members have contributed to our decisions and successes. Special thanks to those directors 
who are at the end of their terms and are leaving the board this year: Barbori Streibl, Terry Cho, 
Leslie Chivers, and Peter Midgley. They will all be missed! Barbori Streibl did a great job in the 
position of Youth Rep on our board. Although her term as a director has come to an end she has 
opted to remain on the Youth Committee as a volunteer. Terry Cho has held the position of 
Member at Large for 2 years and has been an active member on the Fund Development 
Committee for both those years. We are grateful for the contacts, information and experience 
she has shared. Terry has generously offered to continue on with the Fund Development 
Committee as a volunteer. Leslie Chivers has been a terrific help on matters of governance, 
government, and in researching options for WestWord Magazine. Leslie, along with Peter 
Midgley, helped the board in various matters of advocacy and in drafting our correspondence to 
the various new governments. Peter Midgley, our outgoing Past President, has been on the 
board for the maximum number of years allowed by the WGA bylaws. His involvement with all 
aspects of the writing industry and his let’s-do-it attitude have made him an invaluable, and 
sage, member of the board. Thanks, Peter, for going the distance.       

Below I have outlined the board’s activities and achievements using the headings of the WGA’s 
2014 –2019 Strategic Plan. 

Advocacy 
This year, on behalf of the board and the membership, and in collaboration with Carol Holmes, I 
participated in Access Copyright’s campaign about the “fair dealing” clause. I also wrote letters 
to the new Liberal government. I received a note back from Melanie Joly, Minister of Heritage, 
that assured me that creative industries are on her radar. And while that may have been a form 
letter, she seems true to her word in that she has recently initiated a comprehensive review of 
Canadian cultural policy, including the Copyright Act. I also made a personal visit to the Canada 
Council offices in Ottawa and had a specific conversation with them about the WGA and Alberta 
writers. 

Provincially and municipally the board has encouraged WGA programming and actions that raise 
awareness of the WGA. Overall, through discussion about the strength and purpose of WGA and 
by emphasizing our sheer size (the largest provincial writers’ guild in Canada) we have worked at 
creating a strong regional and national presence. 

Financial security 
Like most non-profits in Alberta, the WGA was challenged with maintaining financial security in 
the economic climate of 2015/2016. The Fund Development Committee and the board in 
general have worked hard at finding areas to maintain and build our financial security. Our goal, 
which we feel we have achieved, has been to take steps toward stabilizing finances and set the 
course for smooth sailing in future times, be they booming or busting.  

Membership fees are one of our sources of income and so the board worked to make sure that 
the WGA continues to retain and draw members by providing exemplary programs and services. 
A new step we took this year was to make sure our current supporters who are also members 
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know how much they are valued. This prompted the Thank-A-Thon—a call of thanks by board 
members to those members who had donated money to the WGA in the previous 18 months. 
Membership fees and donations by members only account for about 9% of our income. We 
would like that percentage to be higher. 

We are pleased to announce that all the literary awards are funded for this year. Plans are in 
place to follow up on relationships with these supporters and ensure they continue to be 
engaged in, and proud of, their relationship with the WGA. Again, the emphasis is not just on 
finding new supporters, but also to ensure that existing relationships are thriving. 

About 50% of our current budgeted income comes from grant dollars. Grant income is not a 
reliable or sustainable mode of funding in long-term. It is difficult to plan programs and create 
activities and events without being certain they can be funded. For this reason the board has 
created an endowment fund through the Edmonton Community Foundation. We have chosen 
the Edmonton Community Foundation because the WGA head office is in Edmonton and they 
offer a course on creating, growing and maintaining endowments funds. Carol and staff have 
been attending this course. I attended the session on raising endowment seed money. In my 
year as past president I intend to make raising this money my priority. 

With an endowment fund the WGA will be able to direct (and promote) legacy money, large 
gifts, and long term independence and sustainability. The bigger the fund, the better our 
financial stability. 

Expanded Membership and Widened Rural Reach 
The Youth Committee, established in 2013 as one of the means to expand and diversify WGA 
membership, is still going strong. Its programming, particularly the online Young Writers’ Week, 
successfully attracts an under-30 demographic that might not otherwise notice the WGA. 
Programs like Edmonton’s Borderlines Writers Circle, which we have encouraged the staff to 
start in Calgary, successfully attract writers who are new to Canada. We intend to continue to 
widen our rural reach by supporting the staff in their efforts to create more online 
programming, and more online benefits for members in general.  

Increased Visibility 
WGA staff report that there has been an increased number of media hits and media mentions 
about WGA events in general, and about the Alberta Literary Awards in particular. The board 
reviewed the social media tools and feel they are appropriate at this time. Distribution of our 
new fundraising brochure and our regular membership brochure has also helped to increase 
visibility. One of the best boosts to our visibility is not through our own self-promotion but, 
rather, through writers mentioning us through their own social media and during their public 
appearances. Many thanks to those in the membership who publicly hoist the WGA flag. 

Effective Governance 
The board met once a month throughout the year to discuss regular agenda items and to deal 
with new items as they arose. We held one extra meeting in February to focus on our financial 
position. As well, we held two one-day retreats (one in the fall and one in the spring) to discuss 
broader issues than could be accomplished in our monthly meeting. These broader issues 
included issues of governance, programming, membership and, of course, finances. In terms of 
governance, we reviewed and renewed our commitment to being a policy board. We feel 
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strongly that the operations—the hands-on work—should remain in the highly capable hands of 
our Executive Director Carol Holmes and her excellent staff.  

The Effective Governance section of the Strategic Plan calls for an annual performance review of 
the Executive Director. You’d be correct in assuming the review, which included me consulting 
privately and confidentially with staff, was glowing with positive comments and respect for 
Carol. 

This year the board manual was reviewed, amended and adopted with an eye to aligning it with 
the current bylaws and with the policy nature of our board. A word-by-word review of the entire 
manual was completed, including close consideration of each policy and each Term of Reference 
for the ad hoc and standing committees.  

The board regularly reviewed financials and made suggestions for areas where appropriate cuts 
could be made, and gave directions for ramping up fund development (both through the fund 
committee and more generally through the board itself). Board costs, which were certainly not 
excessive to begin with, have been brought down even further. The 2015/2016 board costs 
came in at 33% under the budgeted amount.  

Finally, to model commitment and dialed-in governance to the WGA, and to model how small 
donations can make a difference, this year the board joined with an individual donor to fund the 
Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction. All board members participated. Thanks to Anne Logan 
for her initiative on this project. 

It’s been a great pleasure, and a fine learning opportunity, to work with the board this past year 
and to represent the Writers’ Guild of Alberta.  

Warm regards to all. Write on. 

Barb Howard, President 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
It is hard to believe it has been a year since on our last AGM. It has been a busy time at the 
WGA. Barb’s President’s Report and the Report on Activities later in this report well capture the 
changes, activities and issues the WGA has addressed this year. I would like to address a few of 
those points and to highlight new directions for the WGA in the year ahead. 

Finances and financial security have been a focus in this year. Our operating funds from 
provincial and municipal sources have not returned to the levels received in 2009. To fit with the 
2016/2017 goal of a balanced budget, a number of changes have been made to the programs 
and services offered. The conference length has been reduced by one day, the Literary Awards 
have changed from a dinner to a reception format, and WestWord will move from bi-monthly to 
quarterly publication. The poetry prize hosted in partnership with Glass Buffalo magazine and 
Blue Pencil Café sessions hosted in partnership with the Canadian Literature Centre have been 
put on hold for this year. 
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At the same time, we have assigned funds to develop a range of cost-effective online programs 
to include webinars, critique groups, podcasts, and blog posts. This has been a long overdue 
project and will be a focus for development this summer, with a host of programs to be 
announced in the fall. We will also put out a call to set up a volunteer task force to review 
WestWord’s format, content, and delivery options.  

Summer 2016 will mark the end of a five-year period of funding from the Alberta Foundation for 
Art for the WordsWorth summer creative residency for youth. The next application for annual 
funding will be due in July, and the results will be a key factor in determining the future of the 
program.   

Looking ahead, I am pleased to announce that the Read Alberta Books promotion this year will 
now take place in all of the seven regional library districts in Alberta. The promotion is entering 
its fourth year of operation and features the winners and nominees of the Alberta Literary 
Awards. The 2016 Literary Awards’ shortlisted books will also be featured this June at Chapters 
stores in Red Deer and Lethbridge. 

The WGA is also active in planning for a spring 2017 conference entitled The Writing Stick, 
Sharing Indigenous Stories. The conference is intended for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
participants including publishers, editors, writers, storytellers, academics, translators, artists, 
and librarians. The steering committee for the conference is made up of representatives from 
the University of Alberta Press, the Alberta Magazine Publishers Association, the WGA, the Book 
Publishers Association of Alberta, the En’owkin Center, and the Saskatchewan Arts Board. 

In closing, I would like to recognize the energy and tremendous contribution of our student 
employees this year and of departing members of the Youth Committee, thanks are due to:  
Adeline Piercy, who served for a second summer as the program assistant and juggled a number 
of projects simultaneously with skill and a smile; Dan Ivanov, who completed the internship 
requirements for his Communications degree at the WGA in the fall and stayed on to help with 
podcasts and with Young Writers’ Week; and Nicole Liesner and Rena Traxel, who have been on 
the youth committee since 2013 and have contributed significantly to its development and 
success. They will be leaving the committee this year but in very individual ways have left their 
mark. A round of applause is due. 

I wish you all the best with your writing.   

Carol Holmes, Executive Director 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The first year of my position as treasurer has drawn to a close, and I thank my fellow board 
members and the Writers’ Guild of Alberta staff for being so welcoming. I have reviewed the 
financial position for this fiscal year of the Writers’ Guild of Alberta (WGA), ending March 31, 
2016. Main highlights of the year include a higher revenue than projected and maintenance of 
expenses in line with or under budget due to the care of our Executive Director and the WGA 
staff. Financial statements are available for review.  

This year the WGA staff transitioned to using QuickBooks in house instead of the services of an 
outside bookkeeper in order to save costs, and the process is running smoothly. Please join me 
in thanking and applauding our staff in their efficiency and dedication with learning the 
program. 

Our casino was held in September 2015 and the funds have been received. Please keep in mind 
that casino funds are based over a two year period and the funds are utilized to offset eligible 
expenses. The WGA transferred $50,000 to a GIC to benefit from a return on investment until 
the funds were required. This year’s portion of the casino funds have been used against eligible 
expenses.  

Our main challenge this year has been looking for ways to increase revenue sources and 
decrease the deficit, while still maintaining our programs and services and aiming for equitable 
staff compensation. This will continue to be a challenge in the year ahead. The board has made 
strides in this area and with the support of the Fund Development Committee we are working 
towards diversifying our income streams and increasing sponsorship and donor support. In the 
coming year we hope to continue these endeavors and look for ways to expand our 
membership. This year already we have new partnerships and allies with Indigo Books and 
Music and Last Best Brewing and Distilling thanks to the hard work and dedication of board 
members, and the help and equal hard work of WGA staff. As well, we are collaborating with the 
Edmonton Community Foundation and have obtained their guidance with the setup of the 
endowment fund. These exciting opportunities can only be a sign of many more partnerships to 
come as we forge ahead.  

The board and staff have also looked for areas to cut costs without significant impact to our 
services, as well as ways to improve or increase programming without drastic cost increases. 
Our podcasts are an excellent example of this.  

As per the guidelines of our granting partners, 10% of our operating budget is set aside in 
reserve. This impacts our eligibility to apply for the grants. These funds are held in short term 
deposits and can be accessed easily if emergency need arises.  

The board continues to work with the best interests of the WGA in mind, and focuses on the 
initiatives set forth in the strategic plan. In my opinion the WGA is in a healthy overall financial 
position. I look forward to the year ahead and wish everyone well with their writing.  

Falon Reed, Treasurer 
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FUND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
This past year we continued to make great steps toward creating a sustainable fund 
development program for the WGA. The current committee consists of five board members, 
one brand new WGA member, and one staff member. 

The Fund Development Committee had lots on the go this year. After much planning and design, 
the informational brochure was printed and distributed to our membership. Many of you have 
probably seen it, as it was included in the print version of WestWord a few months ago. We’ve 
also brought copies to various WGA events around the province, including this weekend’s 
conference. We encourage you to take a copy and pass it along to a friend who is interested in 
the WGA.  

In the fall we executed our first Thank-A-Thon during the week of November 15. It coincided 
with National Philanthropy Day and was our opportunity to give a personal thank you to those 
that have donated to our organization in the past 18 months.  

Despite the economic downturn, our committee continues to make strides in building and 
maintaining new partnerships to aid the WGA’s financial future. In addition to our book award 
sponsorships, you will notice a few new corporate names in our conference program. A new 
sponsorship from Alberta brewery Last Best Brewing and Distilling has provided us with free 
beer for our Friday night event, and outgoing board member Terry Cho has successfully 
brokered a valuable marketing sponsorship with Indigo Books and Music. Another big thank you 
goes to our outgoing President Barb Howard, who continues to be a driving force behind our 
Fund Development Committee from year to year.  

An exciting new initiative for the committee is the silent auction that runs for the duration of the 
conference. Our hard-working board members have “pounded the pavement” and sourced all 
these prizes themselves, and we’re hoping to continue this activity at future conferences should 
this year be a success. All proceeds from the auction will go towards the WGA’s recently created 
endowment fund at the Edmonton Community Foundation, which you will be hearing more 
about in the coming months.  

Currently the committee is developing a Strategic Annual Plan that will outline our goals for the 
upcoming year and help us to identify tactics and resources as we continue with fund 
development on the committee level. The plan will align with existing board strategies to 
support us as we explore new funding opportunities.  

As always, if you are interested in volunteering on our committee, or have any “leads” for us, 
feel free to contact the WGA office who will put us in touch with you. 

Lastly, please join me in welcoming our new chair of the Fund Development Committee, Falon 
Reed. Falon is also the Treasurer of our board, so needless to say, we’re in good hands! 

Anne Logan, Vice President 
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Since our Youth Committee’s inception in 2013, we’ve been working hard behind the scenes to 
help promote WGA membership through initiatives of interest to young people.  

Among this past year’s highlights, our Youth Committee partnered with Glass Buffalo magazine 
to hold a poetry contest for Alberta writers ages 18 to 30. The Youth Committee provided the 
first round of judging, which proved to be an invaluable learning experience for us all, and then 
WGA past president Peter Midgley took over in selecting the top three winners. Glass Buffalo 
announced the contest results in September at a fun and packed celebration event at the 
Yellowhead Brewery in Edmonton. We were so pleased to be able to present the WGA-
sponsored prize of $500 to the winning poet, Benjamin Hertwig.   

In other exciting news, the Youth Committee launched the WGA’s first ever online Young 
Writers’ Week in March. The week included daily writing challenges and blog posts by young 
Alberta writers posted to the WGA website and on Facebook. A true highlight of the week was 
our Ask an Expert Facebook event on March 19, where seven experts (all writing coaches or 
writers in residence) were on hand to answer questions posed by young writers across Alberta 
and beyond. Our stats tell us that the event reached 1400 people, 144 visited the Facebook page 
during the event, over 40 questions were asked, and over 200 comments were shared. Many 
thanks to these brilliant experts, who were eager to attack every question and give legitimate, 
honest and heartfelt advice: Lee Kvern, Kimmy Beach, Wayne Arthurson, Marty Chan, Maureen 
Ulrich, Nick Thran, and Charlotte Cranston. A shout out as well to our fabulous SCiP student, Dan 
Ivanov, who helped us organize, launch, and evaluate this successful initiative. We hope to make 
this an annual event.  

The Youth Committee members are thrilled with the activities that have taken place this past 
year! We are always open to new ideas to engage with young writers and are eager to provide 
events and resources to support them. If you or anyone you know would like to join the Youth 
Committee, please contact the WGA. We would love to get to know you! 

Barbori Streibl, Youth Member at Large 
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 
 

Annual General Meeting and Conference 
The WGA collaborated with the Get Publishing Communications Society and the Editors’ 
Association of Canada to present Words in 3 Dimensions 2015: Intersections at Edmonton’s 
Chateau Lacombe Hotel, May 22 – 24, 2015. Over 170 writers joined us for a weekend of panel 
discussions, keynote speeches, breakout sessions, and networking opportunities. Bursaries were 
available, and many post-secondary students attended the conference. 

Highlights of the conference program include: 

 Three keynote addresses featuring award-winning thriller author Andrew Pyper, former 
M&S publisher Douglas Gibson, and HarperCollins marketing director Cory Beatty. 

 Panel discussions and breakout sessions on topics including (but not limited to): 
interviewing techniques, freelancer-client relationships, niche and regional publishers, 
structuring a manuscript, and insight into public granting. 

 The WGA’s AGM. 

 Blue Pencil Café sessions in which experienced authors provided manuscript consultations 
for participants. 

 Pitch Camp sessions in which participants had the opportunity to meet with editors and 
agents. 

 Six pre-conference workshops including: exploring avenues of creative expression, writing 
and editing diverse characters, writing for TV and film, substantive editing, and inventive 
marketing. 

A total of 44 presenters were hired for the conference. 

 

Alberta Culture Days 
The WGA participated in Alberta Culture Days, Sept 25 – 27, 2015, hosting a total of ten events 
attended by over 500 people in communities across the province. Events were held in Dixonville, 
Claresholm, Camrose, McLennan, Penhold, Coronation, High River, Medicine Hat, St. Paul, and 
New Norway. Some of these events were readings, while others were more interactive, offering 
workshops and writing assistance to developing authors. One of our biggest events was a 
workshop at St. Paul Elementary school by Kathy Jessup that reached 350 children. Other 
presenting artists included Fran Kimmel, Lori Hahnel, Tyler Trafford, and Karen Bass, to name a 
few. These events continue to be well-received by rural communities that do not often receive 
author visits. 

 

Alberta Literary Awards and Gala 
The WGA hosted the Black and White and Read All Over Alberta Literary Awards Gala in 
conjunction with the Words in 3 Dimensions 2015: Intersections conference. Over 160 people 
attended the 2015 gala. 

The WGA’s Alberta Literary Awards currently presents $9,600 in prizes in the categories of 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, children’s literature, short fiction, short story, and 
unpublished essay. The 2016 awards received a record total of 214 entries, due to a spike in 
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entries for the Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction and the R. Ross Annett Award for 
Children’s Literature. Please see page 23 for the 2016 shortlist. 

 

Borderlines Writers Circle 
The Borderlines Writers Circle aims to serve writers who live in Edmonton and are beginning to 
find their way around the Canadian literary community. The program specifically addresses 
multiculturalism in the context of the literary arts. It has created opportunities for widening the 
writing community in Edmonton and for the WGA to partner with other organizations that 
cultivate diversity. It has provided participating writers the opportunity to share their personal 
stories and their creative work with Edmonton audiences. 

Highlights of 2015 activities include: 

 Podcasts featuring the Borderlines participants in conversation with Edmonton writers 
such as Minister Faust, Naomi McIlwraith, and Anna Marie Sewell. These podcasts 
directly engage a diversity of writers, both in terms of literary genre and ethnicity, and 
are intended to add to our rich Canadian literary landscape.  

 We were approved for partnership with the University of Alberta Community Service-
Learning Project as a match for the Literature in Global Perspectives class. While no 
students took up our project this term, a relationship with the class has continued in the 
form of author visits: Marina Ivanova spoke to the class about Literature in Global 
Perspective, Alma Mancilla and Fahim Hassan discussed Mapping Literary Space, and on 
another occasion, Susana Chalut spoke on Cross Cultural Comparisons and Universality. 

 The mentorship portion of this program is an extremely valuable component. It allows 
the participants to receive feedback on translation of their works at no cost to them. 
When participants have work ready in English, they have the opportunity to give a 
reading at the end of the program, and sometimes earlier. 

 As a result of her involvement in the Borderlines Writers Circle, Susana Chalut was 
featured in a film short called Artists in Exile, which has made it into the TELUS 
STORYHIVE competition. The film was created by filmmaker Sunita Kaul. 

 
The 2015 Borderlines Writers Circle consists of members who hail from Mexico, Nepal, Russia, 
Chile, Egypt, and Bangladesh: Alma Mancilla, Anamol Mani Paudel, Marina Ivanova, Susana 
Chalut, Yasser Abdel-Latif, and Fahim Hassan, respectively. The genres short story, long fiction, 
poetry, translation, and blogging are represented. 
 

Canadian Literature Centre Blue Pencil Café 
We continued our annual partnership with the University of Alberta’s Canadian Literature 
Centre to host two authors for Blue Pencil Cafés. These Blue Pencil Cafés offer 30-minute one-
on-one manuscript consultations at the University of Alberta with established authors. For 2015 
we hosted Pierrette Requier on November 5 and Greg Bechtel on November 6. Ten sessions 
were offered each day and both filled to capacity. 
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Glass Buffalo Poetry Contest 
The WGA sponsored the inaugural poetry contest hosted by Glass Buffalo Magazine, the 
University of Alberta’s student literary magazine. The $500 prize was given to a previously 
unpublished poem by a writer under 30, who was also honoured at a reception on September 
28, 2015. First place this year went to Benjamin Hertwig, second place to Curtis LeBlanc, and 
third place to Gianmarco Visconti. 

 

Manuscript Reading Service 
The Manuscript Reading Service continues to be popular, with 15 manuscripts submitted and 
read during the 2015/2016 year. WGA members who wish to have their work evaluated by a 
professional writer submit their manuscripts along with a small fee. The manuscripts are 
matched with a reader who specializes in the genre, and are returned to the writers with 
evaluations within six to eight weeks. The WGA subsidizes 50% of the service fee to keep it 
affordable to writers. The service has been a great benefit to authors in helping to improve their 
manuscripts and preparing to submit their work to publishers. Manuscripts are accepted as 
either hard copy or electronic, and the number of electronic submissions increases each year. 

 
Mentorship Program 
2015 was the third year of the WGA’s Mentorship Program. Modeled on similar Canadian 
programs, it aims to meet the needs of emerging Alberta writers for guidance, collaboration and 
encouragement while established writers receive short-term employment and an opportunity to 
sharpen their mentoring/teaching skills.   

The program matches five mentors with five apprentices. There is no cost to the apprentices 
other than arranging travel and accommodation for their first in-person meeting with their 
mentor. The 2015 apprentices were Angela McIntyre, Judith Clark, Savithri Machiraju, Shannon 
Bennett, and Wendy Flemons, whose mentors were Caterina Edwards, Kim McCullough, Myrna 
Kostash, J. Jill Robinson, and Marcello Di Cintio, respectively. 

The program takes place over a four-month period—January through April. During this period, 
mentors devote a total of 40 – 50 hours working closely with their apprentice on an active 
project (manuscript, play, works of poetry, etc.). Mentors read and respond to their apprentice’s 
work and give guidance and feedback where needed. 

The Mentorship Program continues to serve as an encouragement and networking opportunity 
within our community, proving to be worthwhile and interesting to both mentors and 
apprentices. Apprentices report that their writing has improved immensely under the guidance 
of their mentors, and mentors are glad to be able to give back to the literary community by 
helping emerging writers. In addition, we have seen two apprentices publish the work they had 
been working on during the mentorship, and one became a writing instructor. We celebrated 
the completion of the 2015 program with a dinner for the participants, followed by a public 
reading event which saw all five apprentices read from their new work. More than 40 people 
attended this public celebration.  
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Online Community 

Social Media 
It is the goal of the WGA to make at least two to three posts daily of all social media channels. 
Posts aim to promote WGA activities, advocacy related news, and events that serve the writing 
community as a whole. We developed a social media policy this year to maximize our success in 
using these channels. As of the time of this reporting, our Facebook page has over 1400 Likes 
and our Twitter feed has over 3700 followers. 

The WGA utilizes the following social media channels: 

 Facebook Page: facebook.com/WritersGuildofAlberta 
(Official WGA page for WGA activities and news within the writing community) 

 Facebook Group Forum: facebook.com/groups/writersguildofalberta/  
(Community user-based group for sharing discussions, questions on writing, writing 
news, etc.) 

 Twitter: twitter.com/WritersGuildAB 

Website 
Our current website allows members to use their online accounts to display a profile in the 
online member directory, manage their membership and subscription preferences, register for 
programs, comment on posts, and share content on social media. The member section of the 
website currently features access to WestWord and WriteClick archives. Public website content 
includes FAQs about getting published, intellectual property, and self-publishing. 

New public content we have developed this year includes podcasts, which were produced 
through the Borderlines program, and Young Writers’ Week, which was a week of blog posts by 
young writers in March 2016. We have also launched a WGA Blog, which, at the time of this 
reporting, has focused on conference lead-up and keynote/intensive presenters in advance of 
our 2016 conference. The WGA Blog will be an additional online resource for members to read 
about the writing life, process, fellow Alberta authors, WGA events, and more. 

Our website’s design will allow us to offer more online programming in the upcoming year, 
including webinars and online critique groups. 

 

Partnerships  
The WGA continued four major ongoing partnerships in 2015/2016: The City of Calgary W.O. 
Mitchell Book Prize, The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize, the Alberta 
Screenwriters Initiative, and administration for the Edmonton Stroll of Poets. 

Both The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize and The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton 
Book Prize continue to be successful. The Edmonton prize received a record total of 41 
submissions, while the Calgary prize received 20 submissions. The WGA hired three successful 
and prominent jurors for each prize, oversaw the jury’s group deliberations, and collected the 
final jury results and declarations. Close communication and collaboration with the two cities 
were very successful in the execution of both city prizes. The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton 
Book Prize was presented to Richard Van Camp for Night Moves on April 21, 2016 as part of the 
Mayor’s Celebration of the Arts. The winner of The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize will 
be announced as part of The Calgary Awards in September. Please see page 24 for the complete 
shortlist for The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize. 

https://www.facebook.com/WritersGuildofAlberta
https://www.facebook.com/groups/writersguildofalberta/
https://twitter.com/WritersGuildAB
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The Edmonton Stroll of Poets Society has been in partnership with the WGA for many years. The 
WGA continues to provide administrative support to run a very successful organization. The 
Edmonton Stroll of Poets has over 100 active members, holds over 20 readings in a year and 
publishes a yearly anthology. 

In 2015, the Alberta Screenwriters Initiative completed its ninth and final progressive year since 
its establishment in 2007. In partnership with the Alberta Association of Motion Picture and 
Television Unions, the WGA took in 12 scripts from aspiring and established screenwriters from 
across the province. A jury consisting of three members from the Canadian film industry (two 
from Alberta, one national) were recruited to take part in the blind deliberation process. In the 
end, three finalists out of the total number of entries were recognized. Each finalist received 
professional development on their work along with cash prizes. The 2015 award was given out 
in June. Due to a lack of funding, the Alberta Screenwriters Initiative is now on hiatus. Please see 
page 24 for the 2015 shortlist and winners. 

The Writers’ Guild of Alberta has been successfully partnering on events with Wordfest, 
Calgary’s Reader’s Festival, for 11 consecutive years; and Litfest, Edmonton’s Nonfiction Festival, 
for over eight years. 

The Writers’ Guild of Alberta is currently working toward the seventh annual partnership with 
Frontier College to present the 2016 Scotiabank Giller Light Bash in Calgary. We take a 
leadership role on the planning committee as this event creates an opportunity for book lovers 
and writers to gather and celebrate Canadian literature and raise funds for literacy. The Giller 
Light Bash is a well-known cultural event and highlight of the Canadian literary scene that 
started in Toronto 15 years ago, and has grown to include satellite events in Vancouver, Calgary, 
Winnipeg, Regina, Thunder Bay, and Halifax. These events have raised more than $600,000 for 
literacy programs delivered to high-needs communities. Frontier College is Canada’s original 
literacy organization and has been working on the front lines to improve Canada’s literacy rates 
since 1899. Priority is given to inner city schools, public housing sites, community centres, 
women’s shelters, the workplace, and prisons. We know that people with low literacy are more 
likely to be unemployed, have poor health, and live in poverty. In 2015, more than 2500 trained 
Frontier College volunteers and 400 community partners worked with over 25,000 participants 
to improve their literacy skills.   

 

Read Alberta Books 
Six out of seven Regional Library systems in Alberta participated in the Read Alberta Books 
program in 2015. Books shortlisted for the Alberta Literary Awards and the Book Publishers 
Association of Alberta Book Awards and a catalogue containing ordering information are sent to 
the regional libraries for distribution to their participating member libraries. The mission of this 
program is to raise the profile of Alberta-made content throughout Alberta. Now in its third 
year, this program is very successful. A representative from the WGA and from Parkland 
Regional Library presented the program at the Alberta Library Conference in Jasper in May 2015, 
and again at the Book Publishers Association of Alberta’s conference in Edmonton in September 
2015. 
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Retreats 
The WGA continues to host a winter retreat at the Banff Centre and a spring retreat at 
Strawberry Creek Lodge, which continue to be popular. Our ten-day Banff Retreat, held 
Feburary 5 – 14, 2016 at the Banff Centre, sold out with 22 participants. Steven Ross Smith—
poet, fiction writer, essayist, arts reviewer, editor, and literary activator, as well as the former 
Director of Literary Arts at the Banff Centre—was the retreat’s writer in residence. Our Spring 
Strawberry Creek Retreat, May 4 – 8, 2016, also sold out with 11 participants. 

 

WestWord 
WestWord, the WGA’s bi-monthly magazine, continues to be distributed to over 1200 members 
and stakeholders every two months. The magazine runs an average of 32 pages per issue, 
complete with fresh photo illustrations and a new full-colour cover format. Regular features 
include a calendar of literary events, WGA event listings, and market/competition listings. 
Articles of interest to writers on the rewards, the craft, the business, the life, and the issues are 
included in every issue, along with community and member news. 

Members have the option to receive WestWord electronically through our Industry Mailout 
system. At the time of this reporting, over 300 members have signed up to receive WestWord 
through this method. 

Our Communications and Partnerships Coordinator, Ellen Kartz, is in charge of coordinating the 
production of WestWord. Nora Abercrombie continues to hold the position of Editor. 

 

WriteClick 
WriteClick, the WGA’s email newsletter, continues to be distributed to members who opt in to 
receive it—over 90% of members. It includes current WGA news, event listings, member book 
launches and readings, upcoming workshops and classes, employment and volunteer 
opportunities for writers, and up-to-date market and contest listings that come in after 
WestWord deadlines. WriteClick is sent weekly (with the exception of a slightly reduced 
frequency during the summer months) so members receive information in a timely fashion.  
WGA special bulletins are also distributed via WriteClick when required. 

In order to improve the newsletter’s readability and format, as well as to take precautions 
towards spam prevention, the WGA distributes WriteClick through a third-party email service 
(Industry Mailout). This service allows us to create our newsletters through the use of their 
templates, streamline our list management, and measure our newsletter traffic to determine its 
effectiveness. 

 
Youth Programs 
 
Calgary Teen Writing Group 
The Calgary Teen Writing Group has evolved into support for a reading series this year: The Tent 
Peg Reading Series for Young Writers. This is an interactive series providing young writers an 
opportunity to develop their writing voice and community through the dynamic mentorship of 
relevant Canadian writers. Each session in this series is designed to expose, excite and explore 
writing through dynamic Canadian writing and writers. Former WordsWorth Director Lisa 
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Murphy-Lamb is the facilitator of this program and hosts it at the community arts space Loft 
112. 

This is a collaborative project supported by Loft 112, the WGA, and Aritha van Herk, and 
community partners: Rob Omura, Aritha van Herk, Lisa Murphy-Lamb, 8 Ounce Coffee, Company 
of Rogues, Juleta Severson Baker, & Bow Valley College. 

 

Drink the Wild Air 
The 2015 Drink The Wild Air winter youth writing retreat was held March 11 – 23, 2016 at Kamp 
Kiwanis. The program attracted 24 young writers who spent the weekend with Colin Matty, 
Jamie Lewis, and Sebastien Ringuette. Activities included creative writing classes, a book swap, 
hiking, an open mic, and campfires. 

 

Edmonton Teen Writing Group 
The Edmonton Teen Writing Group is currently on hiatus. We are currently working on an online 
youth critique group and a course in partnership with the YMCA to restart Edmonton-based 
teen writing programs. 

 

WordsWorth 
WordsWorth Summer Youth Writing Residency, held at Kamp Kiwanis in Bragg Creek, continues 
to be immensely popular and an invaluable experience for teen writers. The first week (July 5 – 
10, 2015) was for participants ages 12 – 14, the second (July 12 – 18, 2015) for ages 15 – 19, and 
the third (July 19 – 24, 2015) for ages 14 – 19. We also offered a two-week program option, in 
which participants could attend both week two and three at a discount. WordsWorth attracted 
a total of 99 participants in 2015. 

Course topics for 2015 included character development, spoken word, screenwriting, flash 
fiction, collaborative writing, creative nonfiction, and more. Activities also included Blue Pencil 
Café manuscript evaluation sessions, jam sessions, free writing time, performances from guest 
artists, and outdoor camp activities. The WordsWorth 2015 courses and staff were as follows: 

Week 1 (ages 12 – 14): July 5 – 10, 2015 

 Songwriting with Kris Demeanor 

 Pitch It! with Kim Firmston (selling 
your writing) 

 Spoken Word Poetry with Ahmed 
Knowmadic 

 The Short Story with Jani Krulc 

 Love! Car chases! Action! with Susie 
Maloney 

 Great Myths with Cathy Ostlere 

 Microfiction with Sandy Pool 

 Yes, Let’s! What’s Next? Playwriting 
Through Improvisations with David 
Walker 

 Experimental Poetry with Paul Zits

 
Week 2 (ages 15 – 19): July 12 – 18, 2015 

 YOUR OWN VOICE? Experimental 
Poetry with derek beaulieu 

 The One Week ‘Zine with Lyndsie 
Bourgon 

 Pitch It! with Kim Firmston (selling 
your writing) 
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 Write Fight, Fight Right with 
Samantha Jeffery (exploring conflict 
scenes with stage combat) 

 One-Person Show/Monologue with 
Brendan MacLeod 

 Adventures in Poetry Land with 
Johnny MacRae (spoken word poetry) 

 Microfiction with Sandy Pool 

 Build Better Books (Using an Outline) 
with Erinne Sevigny Adachi 

 Creative Flow and The Writer’s Voice 
with David Wilson 

 
Week 3 (ages 14 – 19): July 19 – 24, 2015 

 Spoken Word Poetry with Isaac 
Bond 

 Nonfiction Writing with Marcello Di 
Cintio 

 Write Fight, Fight Right with 
Samantha Jeffery 

 The Short Story with Jani Krulc 

 Writing the Fantastical with Kim 
McCullough 

 The Hero’s Journey with Cathy 
Ostlere 

 Yes, Let’s! What’s Next? Playwriting 
Through Improvisations with David 
Walker 

 Creative Flow and The Writer’s 
Voice with David Wilson 

 Experimental Poetry with Paul Zits 

 
The Creative Team (supervisors) 

 Marc Herman Lynch 

 Sebastien Ringuette 

 Julia Seymour 

 Jessie Tollestrup 

 Erin Emily Ann Vance

Colin Matty continues to serve as the WordsWorth Director. WordsWorth will again offer three 
weeks this summer, July 10 – 29, 2016. At the time of reporting, week two is already sold out. 
  



 

Page 17 

 

WGA EVENTS 
 

The following are events presented by the WGA from June 2015 through May 2016. 
 
Calgary 

 WGA Fall Kick-Off Pub Night & Interview with Author Lynette Loeppky on Creative 
Nonfiction and Truth: September 29, 2015, Rose & Crown Pub 
Naomi K. Lewis in conversation with author Lynette Loeppky about her tough-and-
tender debut memoir, Cease. Lynette Loeppky was shortlisted for the prestigious 2015 
Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfiction at the time of this event.  

 Fishbowl (The Writing Life) with Bradley Somer: October 16, 2015, Motel at Arts 
Commons 
Presented in partnership with Wordfest, Samantha Warwick led a conversation with 
author Bradley Somer about his new novel, Fishbowl. They discussed the writing life and 
process, marketing, agents, the world of publishing and book promotion. Fishbowl has 
been published in over eighteen countries. 

 2015 Scotiabank Giller Light Bash: November 10, 2015, WURST Restaurant 
With the support of Shelf Life Books, WordFest and Frontier College, the WGA hosted 
Calgary’s sixth annual celebration of the Scotiabank Giller Prize in support of Frontier 
College, Canada’s original literacy organization. Guests heard from five literary 
personalities including Kelsey Attard (Freehand Books), Derek Beaulieu (YYC Poet 
Laureate), Shelley Youngblut (Wordfest Director), Nick Thran (Calgary Distinguished 
Writer in Residence and Poet), and Deborah Willis (Governor General’s Award 
nominated author). Guests participated in “Guess the Giller” contests and 
watched Andre Alexis win the 2015 Giller Prize on the big screen. This event continues 
to grow with over 150 guests attending. 

 Holiday Party & Readings: December 15, 2015, Rose & Crown Pub 
Calgary’s annual holiday party offered complimentary appetizers, lively social time, and 
readings by Calgary authors Christian Bök, George Melnyk, and Barbara Scott. Presented 
in partnership with The Writers’ Union of Canada. 

 Writing Through Personal Challenge with Stephen Legault: January 12, 2016, Rose & 
Crown Pub 
Samantha Warwick guided a conversation with Stephen Legault on the subject of 
writing through personal challenge and his book Running Toward Stillness. 

 The Power of Story with Patrick Finn: March 1, 2016, WURST Restaurant 
In this lecture, author and speaker Patrick Finn discussed the power of story and the 
ways in which thinking about “story” in our lives supports everything we do, and why 
storytellers may be our most valuable citizens. This event was in acknowledgement of 
Freedom to Read Week and was one of our most successful events with nearly 200 
guests in attendance. 

 Grant Writing, Getting Published and Working with Editors Featuring Author Lee Kvern 
and Editor Kelsey Attard: March 22, 2016, Shelf Life Books 
This interactive session addressed the practical aspects of the writing life: what makes a 
literary grant application stand out when applying to the Canada Council or AFA? What 
are the best approaches to getting your work published in the ever-evolving world of 
publishing? What should you expect when it comes to working with an editor? This 
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special event was designed to answer your questions about the economics and process 
of the writing life, and what it means to be a writer in 2016.   

 Wine & Poetry Pairings in Celebration of National Poetry Month: April 27, 2016, 
Metrovino 
The WGA paired seven local poets’ work with a wine (or alternate beverage) that 
matched the attributes of each poetry collection. Poets performed their work and wine 
tastings were explained and offered before each reading. Featured poets included Derek 
Beaulieu, Rosemary Griebel, Nikki Sheppy, Bob Stallworthy, Natalie Simpson, Micheline 
Maylor, and Nick Thran.  

 Ask an Author at CBC Calgary Reads Book Sale: May 13, 2016, Calgary Curling Club  
The WGA hosted an Ask an Author table and offered WGA resource material to 
interested individuals. 

 Alberta Literary Awards Shortlist Author Readings and Celebration: May 17, 2016, 
Rose & Crown Pub 
As a prelude to the 2015 Alberta Literary Awards Gala, shortlisted authors gave five-
minute short readings from their nominated works.  A crowd of 50 guests enjoyed 
readings by Bradley Somer, Jane Harris, Christian Bök, Julie Sedivy, Marcello Di Cintio, Ali 
Bryan, Eric Rose, and Rose Scollard. 

 
Edmonton 

 Adaptation for the Stage Workshop with Jennifer Spencer: June 10, 2015, Edmonton 
Public Library Strathcona Branch 
Jennifer Spencer, an Edmonton based actor, voice/text coach, director, playwright and 
theatre educator, walked participants through the necessary steps of adapting prose 
and poetry to performance pieces. 

 Somnio: The Way We See It: July 28, 2015, Edmonton Public Library Stanley A. Milner 
Branch 
Three poets, former Borderlines Writers Circle members—Pushpa Acharya, Sharmila 
Pokharel, Yukari Meldrum—and award-winning visual artist Tiffany Adair launched their 
book Somnio: The Way We See It. They created a resonance of culturally diverse echoes 
through voice and image to offer a new perspective. 

 Grant Writing with Edmonton Arts Council Representatives: August 10, 2015, 
Edmonton Public Library Stanley A. Milner Branch 
Stephen Williams and Kristina De Guzeman of the Edmonton Arts Council gave a free 
presentation on grants available through the EAC and offered guidance on the 
application process. 

 2015 – 2016 Fall Kickoff: September 9, 2015, The Kasbar 
The WGA invited other Edmonton literary organizations to announce their events for 
the upcoming year in this informative and social event. 

 Master the Art of Writing Query Letters with Joan Marie Galat: September 16, 2015, 
Edmonton Public Library Stanley A. Milner Branch 
Author Joan Marie Galat led a workshop about how to make the best first impression in 
a query letter. 

 Glass Buffalo Poetry Prize 2015 Reception: September 28, 2015, Yellowhead Brewery 
Glass Buffalo Magazine launched their fall issue and presented its first poetry prize, 
sponsored by the WGA, during a night of live readings, tasty drinks, and great 
conversation. 
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 Canada Council for the Arts Information Session: October 16, 2015, Percy Page Centre 
Canada Council Program Officer Fouad Matar visited Edmonton to give an information 
session about current Canada Council programs and answered questions about 
eligibility, the application process, and the programs in general. 

 WGA and Litfest present Rosemary Sullivan, October 21, 2015, Edmonton Public 
Library Stanley A. Milner Branch 
Presented as part of Litfest, Rosemary Sullivan with host Myrl Coulter discussed 
Sullivan’s new book, Stalin’s Daughter: The Extraordinary and Tumultuous Life of 
Svetlana Alliluyeva. 35 tickets were made available for free to WGA members. 

 Open Mic with The Rasp & Wine: November 4, 2015, The Kasbar 
We partnered with The Rasp & Wine to host an incredible evening of sound-byte lit. 

 Advanced Literary Translation Workshop: November 14, 2015, Edmonton Public 
Library Stanley A. Milner Branch 
Roula Salam, Regina Landeck, and Gilles Mossière presented on what makes a good 
literary translation and the process of translation. Practical issues and cultural 
differences were addressed, as well as the various challenges of editing volume 10 
(2015) of the TransLit anthology. Presented in partnership with the Association of 
Translators & Interpreters as part of the Borderlines program. 

 Demystifying Income Streams for Writers: November 20, 2015, Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church 
Fred Stenson, Writer in Residence at the University of Alberta; Rayanne Doucet, 
Executive Director of the Edmonton Poetry Festival; Devyani Saltzman, Director of 
Literary Arts at the Banff Centre; and Paul Matwychuk of the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts presented on income opportunities for writers. Presented in partnership with The 
Writers’ Union of Canada. 

 Holiday Party – The Raving Poets: life after witness protection: December 4, 2015, The 
Kasbar 
The Raving Poets reunited to make our Edmonton holiday party special. The party 
offered food, socializing, and open mic Raving Poets style. 

 Nurture Your Muse: January 28, 2016, Alberta Art Gallery 
WGA members met at the Alberta Art Gallery for January’s free admission evening, then 
to the Craft Beer Market for visiting and drinks. 

 Countering Violence, Exile, and Injustice: February 24, 2015, Edmonton Public Library 
Stanley A. Milner Branch 
In celebration of Freedom to Read Week, Marc Colbourne (Exiled for Love), Gary 
Garrison (Human on the Inside) and Fahim Hassan (Bangladeshi blogger) 
discussed writing that speaks the truth of our human condition—writing that exposes 
our values, our vulnerabilities, and illuminates the balance (or lack there-of) of power in 
any given community. 

 Borderlines Writers Circle Reading: April 5, 2016, Mill Woods Public Library 
The six multilingual, multicultural writers who participated in the 2015 Borderlines 
Writers Circle program shared their translated work and new translated work to 
celebrate the completion of the program. 

 Wine and Wild Women Wordsmiths: April 22, 2016, Latitude 53 
Cat Kidd, Kayla Czaga, Katherena Vermette, Lise Gaboury-Diallo performed their poetry 
while attendees sampled four wines to match the fierce female poets. Co-presented 
with Edmonton Poetry Festival. 
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 Five New Alberta Voices: May 7, 2016, Robertson-Wesley United Church 
The apprentices of the 2016 Mentorship Program read from the work they had 
completed over the course of the program. Apprentices Kim Mannix, Bruce Cinnamon, 
Shannon Cleary, Susan Carpenter, and Katherine Koller shared their work. 

 2016 Shortlisted Author Readings: May 15, 2016, Audreys Books 
An afternoon to meet the shortlisted authors of 2015 and hear them read from their 
nominated works. The readers included Marilyn Dumont, Diana Davidson, Jane 
Harris, Beth Graham, Elizabeth Withey, Bradley Somer, and Alice Major. 
 

More Alberta Locations 

 Coronation: Fighting—and Writing—for the Underdogs: September 25, 
2015, Coronation Community Centre 
Author Fran Kimmel shared how life experiences have influenced her own stories and 
characters, including her novel The Shore Girl. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days 
in partnership with the Coronation Memorial Library. 

 Camrose: Folk Tales from Alberta and Around the World: September 25 & 26, 2016, 
Camrose Public Library 
Storyteller Gail deVos presented a storytelling event for school-aged children and a 
workshop for adults about combining storytelling with folk tales. Presented as part of 
Alberta Culture Days in partnership with the Camrose Public Library. 

 McLennan: In Our Backyard—An Unknown Aspect of Alberta WWII History: 
September 25, 2015, McLennan Municipal Library 
YA author Karen Bass, best known for her historical YA fiction, talked about her newest 
YA novel, Uncertain Soldier, and about the history behind the story. Presented as part of 
Alberta Culture Days in partnership with the McLennan Municipal Library. 

 New Norway: Two Authors, Many Ideas, Much Enjoyment!: September 25, 2015, 
Home of Annie Mirza and Harvey Jones 
The Battle River Writing Group invited two authors, Stan Trautman and Fran Kimmel, to 
read from their work and meet people in an informal, social setting. Presented as part of 
Alberta Culture Days in partnership with Battle River Writing Centre. 

 Penhold: Getting Together with Separation Anxiety: September 25, 2015, Penhold & 
District Library 
Author Miji Campbell read from her book Separation Anxiety and moderated a 
discussion about writing. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days in partnership with 
the Penhold & District Library. 

 St. Paul: Writer/Storyteller Presentation for Children: September 25, 2015, St. Paul 
Elementary School 
Author Kathy Jessup visited St. Paul Elementary School to read and lead a workshop for 
the entire student body. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days in partnership with 
the St. Paul Municipal Library. 

 High River: Writing Children’s Books: September 26, 2015, High River Centennial 
Library 
Author and teacher Leanne Shirtliffe led a workshop about writing picture books. 
Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days in partnership with the High River Centennial 
Library. 
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 Medicine Hat: Life Into Story: Transforming Experiences Into Fiction: September 26, 
2015, Medicine Hat Public Library 
Fiction writer Lori Hahnel led a workshop about writing fiction inspired by real life 
events. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days in partnership with the Medicine Hat 
Public Library. 

 Claresholm: Family Secrets: A Relaxed Approach to Writing Memoirs and Family 
Histories That Readers Will Enjoy: September 26, 2015, Claresholm Public Library 
Nonfiction author Tyler Trafford led a workshop about transforming archival material 
and collected memories into stories for future generations. Presented as part of Alberta 
Culture Days in partnership with the Claresholm Public Library. 

 Dixonville: Public Reading and Meet & Greet with Annette Lapointe: September 26, 
2016, Dixonville School 
Northern Alberta author Annette Lapointe led a public reading and Q&A about what it 
means to be a writer in Northern Alberta. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days in 
partnership with the Dixonville Community Library. 
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LIAISONS 
 

Boards and Committees 

The WGA is represented on the board of the Alberta Partners in Arts & Culture Coalition; Litfest, 
Edmonton’s Nonfiction Festival; and the Professional Arts Coalition of Edmonton; and is an 
organizational member of Access Copyright and PEN Canada. 

 

Liaisons 

The WGA maintains arm’s-length relationships with a number of arts organizations for mutual 
benefit. These organizations include (but are not limited to): 

 Alberta Playwrights’ Network 

 Alexandra Writers’ Centre Society 

 Book Publishers Association of Alberta 

 Calgary Distinguished Writers Program 

 Calgary Public Library 

 Canadian Authors Association 

 Canadian Literature Centre  

 Editors’ Association of Canada 

 Edmonton Poetry Festival  

 Edmonton Public Library 

 Frontier College 

 Get Publishing Communications Society 

 Glenbow Museum  

 Library Association of Alberta 

 Litfest 

 Loft 112 

 Parkland Regional Library 

 Parmly Billings Library 

 Poets’ Ink 

 Shelf Life Books 

 Stroll of Poets 

 University of Calgary English Department 

 The Writers’ Union of Canada 

 Wordfest 

 Young Alberta Book Society
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WGA LITERARY AWARDS 
 
2016 Alberta Literary Awards Shortlist 
 
R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s Literature (Sponsored by the Under the Arch Youth Foundation at 
the Calgary Foundation)  

 Kate A. Boorman (Edmonton) – Winterkill, Abrams/Amulet 

 Sigmund Brouwer (Red Deer) – Thief of Glory, WaterBrook Press 

 Lorna Schultz Nicholson (Edmonton) – Fragile Bones: Harrison and Anna, Clockwise Press 
 

James H. Gray Award for Short Nonfiction (Supported by Tony Johnson) 

 Marcello Di Cintio (Calgary) – “The Gifted Tag,” Swerve 

 Jane Harris (Lethbridge) – “The Unheard Patient,” Alberta Views 

 Julie Sedivy (Calgary) – “The Strange Persistence of First Languages,” Nautilus  
 
Howard O’Hagan Award for Short Story (Supported by Vanna Tessier and Guy Tessier)  

 Kate French (Calgary) – “Spiders,” FreeFall  

 Richard Van Camp (Edmonton) – “Born a Girl,” Enfield & Wizenty 

 Thomas Wharton (Edmonton) – “Filters,” FreeFall  
 

Stephan G. Stephansson Award for Poetry (Sponsored by Stephan V. Benediktson)  

 Jalal Barzanji (Edmonton) – Trying Again to Stop Time, University of Alberta Press 

 Christian Bök (Calgary) – The Xenotext: Book 1, Coach House 

 Marilyn Dumont (Edmonton) – The Pemmican Eaters, ECW Press 

 Alice Major (Edmonton) – Standard Candles, University of Alberta Press 
 

Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Award (Supported by the Friends of Frances – in Memory of Frances Hern)  

 Ali Bryan (Calgary) – “Let’s Talk” 

 Diana Davidson (Edmonton) – “An Ex-Wife’s Tale” 

 Elizabeth Withey (Edmonton) – “O Brother, Where Art Thou?”  
 

Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama (Sponsored by Alberta Views)  

 Beth Graham (Edmonton) – The Gravitational Pull of Bernice Trimble 

 Rose Scollard (Calgary) – Aphra 

 David van Belle and Eric Rose (Calgary) – The Last Voyage of Donald Crowhurst  
 

Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction (Supported by Jane Stevens and the WGA Board of Directors)  

 Stephen Bown (Canmore) – White Eskimo: Knud Rasmussen’s Fearless Journey Into the Heart of 
the Arctic, Douglas & McIntyre 

 Will Ferguson (Calgary) – Road Trip Rwanda, Viking Canada (Penguin) 

 Andrew Nikiforuk (Calgary) – Slick Water, Greystone 
 

Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction (Sponsored by The Banff Centre) 

 Tracey Lindberg (Edmonton) – Birdie, Harper Collins 

 Bradley Somer (Calgary) – Fishbowl, St. Martin’s/Raincoast 

 Richard Van Camp (Edmonton) – Night Moves, Enfield & Wizenty 
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Golden Pen Lifetime Achievement Award (Supported by Aritha van Herk) 
The WGA is happy to present this award to Greg Hollingshead. 
 

The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize (2016) 
 

 Tyler Enfield, Madder Carmine 

 Peter Midgley, Unquiet Bones 

 Richard Van Camp, Night Moves (WINNER) 
 

Alberta Screenwriters Initiative (2015) 
 

 First Place: Marina Ivanova, The Lottery of Life 

 Second Place: Carlito Ghioni, A Room for an African 

 Third Place: Jason Long, Ice Blue 
  
The 2016 The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize shortlist and winner will be announced 
September 2016. 
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IMPORTANT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Grantors 
 
The Writers’ Guild of Alberta gratefully acknowledges the funding support of the following granting 
agencies in 2015/2016: 

 Alberta Culture 

 Alberta Foundation for the Arts 

 Access Copyright Foundation 

 Edmonton Arts Council 

 Edmonton Community Foundation 

 Calgary Arts Development 

 Canada Council for the Arts

 
Sponsors 
 

 Alberta Association for Multicultural Education (Borderlines Writers Circle) 

 Alberta Magazine Publishers Association (Conference) 

 Alberta Views (Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama) 

 Amber Webb-Bowerman Memorial Foundation (WordsWorth) 

 Audreys Books (The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize) 

 The Banff Centre (Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction) 

 Stephan V. Benediktson (Stephan G. Stephannson Award for Poetry) 

 Canadian Authors Association (Conference) 

 The City of Calgary (The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize) 

 The City of Edmonton (The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize) 

 ExxonMobil Canada (WordsWorth) 

 Fitneff (Conference) 

 House of Blue Skies (Conference) 

 Indigo Books and Music Inc. (Alberta author book promotion) 

 Last Best Brewing and Distilling (Conference) 

 Priority Printing (WordsWorth and Conference) 

 TELUS Community Affairs (WordsWorth) 
 

Supporters 
 

 Friends of Frances – In Memory of Frances Hern (Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Award) 

 Tony Johnson (James H. Gray Award for Short Nonfiction) 

 Jane Stevens (Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction) 

 Vanna Tessier and Guy Tessier (Howard O’Hagan Award for Short Story) 

 Under the Arch Youth Foundation at The Calgary Foundation (R. Ross Annett Award for 
Children’s Literature) 

 Aritha van Herk (Golden Pen Award) 

 The WGA Board of Directors (Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction) 
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Donors 
 
Thank you to all who donated during the 2015/2016 fiscal year (April 1, 2015 – March 31, 2015). Our 
donors’ generous gifts assist the WGA in providing programs and services to the Alberta writing 
community. 
 
Theresa Agnew 
Rona Altrows 
Diane Armstrong 
Patricia Atchison 
Katie Bickell 
Shirley Black 
Carrie Bouvette-Mason 
Eric Bryer 
Sharon Butala 
Eleanor Byers 
Ann Campbell 
Kimberley Champigny 
Leslie Chivers 
Terry Cho 
Judith Clark 
Pamela Clark 
Heather Clayton 
Myrl Coulter 
Corinne Cowan 
Joan Crate 
Jean Crozier 
Elaine Cust 
Vivan Demuth 
Dolly Dennis 
Kathy Fisher 
M. Jennie Frost 
Joan Marie Galat 
Lynn Gale 
Sandra Gangel 
Raymond Gariepy 
Shree Ghatage 
Laini Giles 
Susan Glasier 
Debbie Godkin 

Jacqueline Guest 
Lori Hahnel 
Betty Jane Hegerat 
Carol Holmes 
Barb Howard 
Shaun Hunter 
Nancy Jackle 
Sadru Jetha 
Tony Johnson 
Carol Jordan 
Abdul Kamal 
Alexis Kienlen 
Fran Kimmel 
Jeananne Kirwin 
Warren Knetsh 
Allison Kydd 
Dennis Lee 
Faye Lippitt 
Margaret Macpherson 
Joy Magnusson 
Cheryl Mahaffy 
Janice McCrum 
Naomi McIlwraith 
Don Meredith 
Peter Midgley 
Betty Millham 
Sonny Milne 
Lisa Murphy-Lamb 
Shari Narine 
Blaine Newton 
Charles Noble 
William O'Callaghan 
David Orr 
Valerie Palmer 

Michael Penny 
David Peyto 
Darlene Quaife 
Rebecca Radmanovich 
Falon Reed 
Faye Reineberg Holt 
Jeanette Richter 
Ken Rivard 
Steven Ross Smith 
Cheryl Schenk 
Eileen Schuh 
Audrey Seehagen 
Kathy Seifert 
D. Lynn Skillen 
J. Alvin Speers 
Robert Stallworthy 
Emily Staniland 
Penny Stathonikos 
John Stephens 
Sophie Stocking 
Merna Summers 
Rea Tarvydas 
Vanna Tessier and Guy 
Tessier Tessier 
Lyn Thompson 
Nhung Tran-Davies 
Inge Trueman 
Aritha van Herk 
Tom Wayman 
Christopher Wiseman 
May Q. Wong 
Vivan Wood 
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Volunteers 
Thank you to all volunteers who have donated their time to the WGA this past year. Their contributions 
and enthusiasm are greatly appreciated—we could not have done it without them! 
 

Akosua Adasi 
Theresa Agnew 
Timothy Anderson 
Tracey Anderson 
Wayne Arthurson 
Kelsey Attard 
Karen Bass 
Kimmy Beach 
Derek Beaulieu 
Linda Bolton-Holder 
John Brine 
Paul Buckingham 
Marty Chan 
Bruce Cinnamon 
Charlotte Cranston 
David de Vlieger 
Candas Dorsey 
Dave Ealey 
Wynne Edwards 
Marcela Garcia 

Stuart Gardner 
Howard Gibbins 
Kala Godin 
Kimberley Gould 
Stephanie Gregorwich 
Walter Hildebrandt 
John Hudson 
Dan Ivanov 
Barbara Johnston 
Jeananne Kathol Kirwin 
Deb Knall 
Rhonda Kronyk 
Lee Kvern 
Lana Law 
Kirstin Lowe 
Cheryl Mahaffy 
Alice Major 
Shannon Maliteare 
Breanna Mroczek 
Peggy O'Neill 

Cindy Pereira  
Karen Pheasant 
Adeline Piercy 
Diane Robitelle 
Neil Sawers 
Marilyn Scott 
Audrey Seehagen 
Brad Somer 
Bob Stallworthy 
Merna Summers 
Jennifer Tayler 
Lyn Thompson 
Nick Thran 
Peter Tombrowksi 
Maureen Ulrich 
Diane Whitehouse 
Deborah Willis 
Shelley Youngblut 
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