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WGA OVERVIEW 
 

 

The Writers’ Guild of Alberta (WGA) was formed in 1980 to provide a meeting ground and 
collective voice for all the writers of the province. Our members write in every genre and at every 
level of expertise. 
 
The WGA helps give Alberta writers a sense of unity and community, and is the largest provincial 
writers’ organization in Canada. 
 
WGA Vision Statement 
An Alberta where past, present, and future contributions of writers are supported, acknowledged, 
and valued. 
 
WGA Mission Statement 
The Writers’ Guild of Alberta’s mission is to inspire, connect, support, encourage, and promote 
writers and writing, to safeguard the freedom to write and to read, and to advocate for the well-
being of writers. 
 
WGA Values and Guiding Beliefs 
The WGA believes that: 

I. The literary arts are essential to the well-being of all individuals, communities, and the 
economy of Alberta; 

II. Working in partnership with other organizations contributes to the quality of life in 
Alberta; 

III. Networking and collaboration are beneficial to innovation and the creative process; 
IV. A free and safe environment is essential for writers to pursue their craft; 
V. Knowledge and ongoing development are fundamental to creative growth. 

 
Membership 
WGA membership is open to all writers resident or formerly resident of Alberta. Annual 
membership is $70, or $40 for senior and low income members. Memberships are for one year from 
the date of purchase and must be renewed annually. Post-secondary students may receive free 
memberships for the duration of their studies. The WGA offers an automatic renewal option, in 
which members who choose autorenewal will have their annual dues automatically charged to their 
credit card. 
 
WGA members receive the following benefits: 

 Free entrance to monthly events in Edmonton and Calgary. 
 Members-only programs and events such as retreats. 
 Reduced rates for workshops, conferences, and other literary events. 
 Subscription to the weekly email newsletter WriteClick. 
 Subscription to the bi-monthly magazine WestWord. 
 Access to the Manuscript Reading Service. 
 Opportunity to apply for the Mentorship Program. 
 Support for starting critiquing groups. 
 Support for planning WGA events in rural communities. 
 Access to the members-only section of the WGA website. 
 Discounted subscription rates for select Alberta literary magazines. 

 
The WGA currently has 951 active members in communities all across Alberta
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Every year, the WGA goes from strength to strength as our members excel by producing excellent 
books and the WGA manages to maintain, and even expand, its programs despite the challenges 
that continue to beset arts organizations. 

The past year saw a number of staff changes at the WGA head office—some temporary, others 
permanent: The WGA was awarded money from the John Mahon Arts Administrators’ Sabbatical 
Fund that allowed our Executive Director, Carol Holmes, to take five months’ sabbatical to research 
new opportunities and trends for future development of the WGA and its activities. Audrey 
Seehagen, a Past President of the WGA, stepped in as Interim Executive Director. We thank her for 
the work she did in those frenzied few months, and for her commitment to the WGA. Nichole 
Quiring and Nicholas Mather both resigned to pursue other opportunities. We wish them both well 
and thank them for their years of dedicated service to the WGA. In their place, we hired Julie 
Robinson and Ellen Kartz, both of whom had to hit the ground running. They bring new ideas and 
energy to the head office, and we look forward to getting to know them better. Dan Ivanov worked 
as the summer intern and helped out with many projects during his time there. This year, Adeline 
Piercy has returned for the summer.  

Lisa Murphy-Lamb resigned as the Director of the WordsWorth program at the end of the 2014 
season to dedicate more time to making Loft 112 in Calgary a success. The WGA, and the youth who 
have attended her camps over the years, will miss her. Colin Matty, her replacement, has been 
working hard to get this summer’s camps up and running. Lisa is helping with the transition.  

The WGA could not function without the commitment of its board members. The WGA board 
continues to work closely with the Executive Director to ensure that the WGA stays healthy and 
diverse in all areas of operation. It also continues to advocate for members’ interests at local, 
provincial, and federal levels. This year, I will be stepping down as President. Kim Champigny has 
come to the end of her second term as Treasurer. Kim’s expertise, combined with Carol Holmes’s 
careful management, has really helped to steady the WGA’s finances. We thank Kim for four years of 
dedicated service to the WGA. We will miss her enthusiasm and dedication. Rena Traxel-Boudreau 
has opted not to seek re-election for a second term. She has, however, offered to stay on as a 
member of the Youth Committee. Thank you, too, to Rena for her service.  

The WGA Youth Committee continues to build on its successes. The first Facebook critique group 
went well, and committee members have been dedicated ambassadors for the WGA and continue to 
reinvigorate our membership. Their hard work has led to new collaborations with, among others, 
Glass Buffalo. 

The Fundraising Committee has done a fabulous job of creating a brochure/tip sheet for 
fundraisers. The package details the WGA’s activities and outlines the main talking points for 
fundraisers. The Fundraising Committee has also worked hard to find sponsorships for our awards 
and gala. However, more support is needed, and any member support is greatly appreciated. A 
small, regular monthly donation can go a long way to ensuring the continued financial well-being of 
our organization. 

Our programming has continued to flourish despite the economic woes that have beset arts 
organizations. This year, we again organized the Words in 3D conference with our partners, the Get 
Publishing Communications Society and the Editors’ Association of Canada, Prairie Provinces 
Branch. Such collaborations are important. We thank the organizing committee, the head office 
staff, and all volunteers from all three organizations for their hard work and effort. 
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The WordsWorth and Drink the Wild Air camps were a success. Thank you to Lisa Murphy-Lamb 
for initiating the program and to our mentors for making these programs such a success over the 
years. These camps remain a flagship program for the WGA. 

Our Borderlines Writers’ Circle will meet again year. Although this program is based in Edmonton 
only, it has been very successful over the years. In the past, this program was run by the Writer-in-
Exile Program under the direction of the WGA, but going forward, it will become a regular WGA 
program. We will continue our efforts to make this another flagship program, and also to find ways 
to extend the program to other areas of the province. 

The WGA Mentorship Program continues to function well and we are again managing a summer 
youth residency program. We continue to run retreats for our members, with great success.  

The Sharon Drummond Chapbook Prize completed its second year. The sponsor has decided not to 
continue funding, so we will need to find alternate funding sources if this chapbook competition is 
to continue. 

This year, the WGA again faced budget cuts, which will make it difficult for us to maintain the full 
range of programs we have been offering in the past without greater volunteer involvement, or 
without additional financial resources. The funding cuts from the government amount to 5% for 
Arts organizations. Whether this becomes a reality does depend on whether the post-election 
government ratifies the budget and maintains the cuts to arts funding. As it stands, this cut, on top 
of the cut in previous years, has left the WGA in a worse position than it was in 2009. There is no 
way to couch the fact that the future is dire unless we can turn this trend around. My Note from the 
Board in the latest WestWord outlines the meeting we had with the minister early in May. We can 
only hope that relations between arts organizations and the government improve under the new 
government. The WGA will certainly be working hard to represent its members’ interests at all 
levels of government, and elsewhere. 

The WGA remains a significant influence in the broader arts community and we have done much to 
enhance our reputation as an organization of note. We continue to explore avenues for co-operation 
with other writing groups and to advocate as effectively as ever on behalf of our members at 
municipal, provincial, and national level. Our ties with Access Copyright, the Writers’ Union of 
Canada, the Professional Arts Coalition of Edmonton, Calgary Arts Development, and other local 
arts organizations continue to strengthen and our member have been well represented at key 
national forums. 

 We have plenty to be proud of this past year. Our members have excelled in their careers and the 
diversity of our programming continues to astound people.  We’re a strong organization, and with 
the support of our members, we hope to grow stronger every year. We are still feeling the effects of 
funding cuts and there is no relief in sight. This means that we have to be increasingly vigilant in 
our spending and we have to engage actively in fundraising so that we can continue to provide the 
level of service our members have come to expect. Any assistance with fundraising will be greatly 
appreciated.  

The WGA is a dynamic organization with a strong legacy of advocating on behalf of its members. 
With your support and input, we can continue to expand our influence in the communities we 
serve. 

Peter Midgley, President  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

I would like to welcome you all today and thank you for attending our 2015 Annual General 
Meeting. I think Peter’s report and the review of activities in this annual report well capture the 
activities and changes that have taken place this past year at the WGA. I would like to address a few 
points below that are not in those reports or to highlight items and activities that are new this year 
or reworked in new fashion: 

 The WGA remains active in advocacy with representation on the Alberta Partners in Arts & 
Culture Coalition, is a signatory on Living A Creative Life—an arts development strategy for 
Calgary—and is an organizational member of Access Copyright, PEN Canada, and the 
Professional Arts Coalition of Edmonton.  We are also active as a host or board member of 
LitFest, the Edmonton nonfiction festival and Wordfest, the Calgary-based international 
literary festival. 

 The Board met in the spring of 2014 to develop a reworked version of the WGA Strategic 
Plan that includes goals to work toward and strategies to achieve those goals. The plan is 
based on priorities identified by members through a 2014 survey, as well as discussions 
with board and staff. The strategic priorities addressed are advocacy, financial security, 
expanded membership, widened rural reach, increased visibility, and effective governance. 
The copy of the plan is on our website and included in this annual report and we welcome 
your comments and suggestions. 

 After a hiatus of one year, the Borderlines Writers’ Circle is back with support provided by 
the Edmonton Arts Council. The program will be run in partnership with the Edmonton 
Public Library and is designed to welcome a culturally diverse mix of authors who are new 
to the literary community. This year, Borderlines will be coordinated by WGA staff with the 
goal of integrating the program into the regular mix of programs and to expand activities to 
other areas of the province. In addition, a select number of the professional development 
sessions that are part of the program will be made public and presented at venues to 
include libraries outside the city core.  

 The Alberta Literary Awards and Gala will be a solo WGA event this year. While we continue 
to work closely with the Book Publishers Association of Alberta, the BPAA will mark 2015 
with a combined BPAA awards event and publishing conference. The Book Awards will take 
place at Fort Edmonton Park on September 18. Watch for notice of registration shortly. 

 While the Sharon Drummond Chapbook Prize is on hold pending donor support, we are 
happy to be partnering with Glass Buffalo magazine to find Alberta's next great poet in its 
first writing contest—you don't have to be a student at the University of Alberta to submit! 
Applications will be accepted from emerging Alberta poets under the age of 30. The 
application deadline is July 31, 2015 and the prize is $500 and publication in the Fall 2015 
Glass Buffalo issue. 

A final note with regard to budget: As Peter indicated in his president’s report, the WGA is not at the 
level of provincial grant operating support that it received in 2009. In March of 2010, cuts were 
made to the provincial arts budget that resulted in a 16% reduction or $36,800 to WGA support. 
With the exception of a $7000 increase received last year, this amount has not been increased.  In 
the spring of 2013, the elimination of the Student Temporary Employment Program, established in 
1972, and the Community Spirit donation matching grant program, established in 2008, further 
reduced annual WGA revenue, on average, by $17,000. 
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These cuts do impact the WGA. While the organization was in good financial shape before these cuts 
were announced, ongoing cuts do negatively affect the WGA in its ability to maintain a balanced 
budget and its delivery of programs and services and, without increased resources, will hamper its 
ability to grow. Currently, roughly 38% of WGA revenue comes from the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts (AFA), the provincial agency that distributes lottery profits to the arts sector. As a Provincial 
Arts Service Organization designated by the province, the WGA is in essence contracted by the AFA 
to deliver a range of arts services and bound by stringent accounting requirements. 

Without support, most arts organizations in Alberta or elsewhere would not survive. The new 
government will have hard decisions to make to stabilize the provincial budget and find resources 
and systems to earn revenue. If you or others you know can make a contribution to the WGA or to 
the activities of the fundraising development committee, we would like to hear from you.  We have 
a revamped donations page on our website, or you may give us a call to discuss further.  

Moreover, with a new government in place I encourage you to meet with the MLA for your area to 
discuss the importance of funding for both individual artists and arts organizations and to highlight 
the essential contribution of the arts to the cultural and economic vitality of the province.  
Information sheets to support these arguments are posted on our website, or contact me and I 
would be happy to provide information. 

In closing, here is to a new year of political governance in the province and a to new year at the 
WGA. 

All the best with your writing. 

 Carol Holmes, Executive Director 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

I have reviewed the financial statements for the one year period ending March 31, 2015. This fiscal 
year the Writers’ Guild of Alberta ended up in a deficit position of $19,706 compared to the 
budgeted deficit of $$48,478. This was due to strict adherence to the budget, higher revenue then 
projected, and ensuring tight controls on our expenses. Our Executive Director and administrative 
staff should be applauded. 

This year, the WGA managed to spend almost all of the casino funds. Eligible expenses that can be 
claimed against this fund have been recognized in the current year based on the balance that was 
deferred from last year. Please remember casino funds straddle a two year period and optimizing 
spending these funds offsets some the WGA’s expenses. Deferrals for this year include grant funds 
received in advance of programs, and sponsorships and registrations received in advance of events 
occurring in the 2015/2016 fiscal year. 

Expenses have been well managed and in line with the amount of revenues received. Challenges 
still remain in obtaining funding to meet the ever increasing demand in programming, and ensuring 
staff are paid equitably. Additional funds were also set aside as some of our granting partners wish 
at least 10% of our operating budget set aside in a reserve, in order for the WGA to be eligible to 
apply for the grants. This has diminished our available cash flow but if necessary, these can be 
easily accessed as they reside in short term deposits.   

The Board continues to look at opportunities to increase its funding from external agencies, grant 
funding and sponsorship. The Board has continued to focus on what is best for the WGA and the 
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meetings and commitments from our various Committees have only cemented the fact that the 
Board believes in the work it does and is devoted to the sustainability and success of the 
organization. It is my opinion that the WGA remains in a healthy financial position.  

As this is my final year as Treasurer, I just wanted the Board and its members to know how much I 
have enjoyed my involvement with the WGA and the fine, dedicated people who belong to it. I wish 
you all the best with your future writing endeavours! 

 

Kimberley Champigny, Treasurer 

Please see the end of the report for audited financial statements. 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

This past year saw a significant uptake in activities for the fundraising committee. Made up of five 
board members, one WGA staff member, and one WGA member, the committee has a diverse range 
of skills and perspectives which allows it to create materials and strategies that focus on a wide 
range of end-users.  

Most significantly, a general brochure is being created to address a few concerns: 

 Members had requested a printed piece that they could give to friends and colleagues to 
learn more about the WGA. 

 Fundraising committee members needed a printed piece to bring to meetings with potential 
donors and sponsors with the intention of “opening up” the conversation. 

This brochure includes a very general overview of the WGA and why it needs financial support. It is 
applicable to both individual donors, as well as large corporations in its messaging. Over the next 
few years, the committee would like to create more specified pieces that explain specific programs 
which could be given alongside this general piece. Big thank you to WGA member Kathy Drewes 
who played a large role in the creation and formatting of this brochure. There are a few draft copies 
of the brochure available for people to look at and give feedback on. Final copies should be ready in 
the next few months, and the membership will be kept up-to-date on its progress. 

This past year, the Alberta Literary Awards continued to be a successful activity for which to raise 
funds. In addition to receiving funds from individual donors in the community to sponsor the 
awards, the WGA Board of Directors is also sponsoring the Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Award. 

On a strategic note, the committee has decided to not hold back on corporate requests within the 
current economic environment. They will continue to build relationships with corporate funders, 
regardless of the current downturn.  

If you have any feedback for the committee on the fundraising brochure or the strategic direction 
mentioned here, please contact the fundraising committee chair, who will triage all edits and 
comments. The email address is: anne.n.logan@gmail.com. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have 
other ideas or concerns regarding fundraising, or if you would like to join the committee. We meet 
each month via teleconference, and are always looking for additional help.  

Anne Logan, Secretary 

 

mailto:anne.n.logan@gmail.com
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The WGA’s Youth Committee held an in-person meeting on November 8, 2014 in Lacombe, AB. 
Although only half of the committee members were able to attend due to bad weather that day, it 
was still a great time of discussing ideas and plans to reach and engage with young writers across 
Alberta. 

The Facebook critique group for Young Adult writing is still active although no new critique group 
has been created or started. We are continuing to explore options about the best ways to reach 
young writers throughout Alberta. 

A huge highlight of the Youth Committee’s work this year has been the successful partnership with 
Glass Buffalo magazine to hold a poetry contest. Poetry submissions of previously unpublished 
works are being accepted April 15 through July 31, 2015 from young Alberta writers between the 
ages of 18 to 30. This contest will boost WGA’s overall reach with young emerging writers and will 
build awareness of the WGA through Glass Buffalo venues. All entrants will be encouraged to join 
the WGA and students will be informed that they can take advantage of free membership. The 
Youth Committee members will provide the first round of judging which will give all of us a 
wonderful learning opportunity of judging a poetry and writing contest. 

A cash prize of $500 will be given to the winner of the contest along with publishing the winning 
poetry submissions in Glass Buffalo. A launch event for the magazine issue will be held in fall 2015 
and will give the Youth Committee members another opportunity to learn about organizing and 
presenting a successful launch event. 

The Youth Committee members are pleased with the progress and activity that has been made over 
the past year! We look forward to continuing to engage with young Alberta writers in exciting new 
ways! If you or someone you know would like to join the Youth Committee, please contact us and 
we would love to have you join us! 

Barbori Streibl, Youth Member-at-Large 
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 
 

Annual General Meeting and Conference 
The WGA 2014 Conference: After the Flood: Alberta Writers Unite One Year Later, took 
place at the Fairmont Palliser Hotel in Calgary, June 6 – 8, 2014. Over 100 writers joined us 
for a weekend of panel discussions, keynote speeches, breakout sessions, and networking 
opportunities. 

We were honoured to have Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi join us for a special event: What is 
Mayor Nenshi Reading? This unique event featured Mayor Nenshi in conversation with travel 
writer Marcello Di Cintio about Mayor Nenshi’s relationship with literature, writing and the 
press, the power of story, and the impact of writers in Alberta. Other highlights included an 
inaugural Saturday Night Salon: Writers, in Love, featuring literary couples; a keynote 
address by literary agent Hilary McMahon; and a panel discussion about writing difficult 
subjects. The annual Blue Pencil Café and Speed Networking sessions, which offer 
participants one-on-one meetings with publishers, agents, editors, and established writers, 
continue to be popular and well received. Speed Networking featured nine industry experts, 
including editors, agents, a legal expert, and a counselling psychologist, and the Blue Pencil 
Café featured 13 experienced writers of a variety of genres and forms. 

As part of our commitment to welcome youth and emerging writers into the WGA community, 
the conference offered bursaries for students to attend, and the Calgary Teen Writing Group 
held their anthology launch as a conference event. 

 

Alberta Culture Days 
During Alberta Culture Days, September 26 – 28, 2014, the WGA partnered with a number 
of provincial libraries plus elementary and junior high schools to bring thirteen local artists 
to various communities. A total of nine events were held in Calgary, Camrose, Edmonton, 
High River, Morinville, Stettler, Red Deer, and Three Hills, and were attended by over 300 
participants. Some of these events were readings, while others were more interactive, 
offering workshops and writing assistance to developing authors. Presenting artists 
included Joan Marie Galat, Jessica Kluthe, Audrey Whitson, and Astrid Blodgett, to name a 
few. Rural libraries, which rarely receive author visits, expressed gratitude for the WGA’s 
continual promotion of such visits throughout Alberta. 

 

Alberta Literary Awards and Gala 
The WGA and Book Publishers Association of Alberta (BPAA) were proud to host the 2014 
Alberta Book Awards Gala at Calgary’s Fairmont Palliser Hotel in conjunction with the 
WGA’s annual conference. Over 190 people attended the gala. In addition to the WGA’s and 
BPAA’s regular awards, the Alberta Readers’ Choice Award and the Golden Pen Award were 
presented at the Gala. 

The WGA’s Alberta Literary Awards currently presents $9,600 in prizes in the categories of 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, children’s literature, short fiction, short story, and 
unpublished essay. The 2015 awards received a total of 156 entries. Please see page 20 for 
the 2015 shortlist. 
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Borderlines Writers’ Circle 
The Borderlines Writers’ Circle project is an extension of the Writer-in-Exile program, 
designed to welcome multilingual, multicultural writers who live in Edmonton and are new 
to the literary community. Program activities include one-on-one mentorship, jointly 
determined professional development sessions, and public presentations. Borderlines is 
hosted by the WGA in partnership with the Edmonton Public Library and LitFest, with 
support from the Edmonton Arts Council. 

The previous Borderlines Writers Circle ran April 2013 through March 2014. There was no 
program during the 2014/2015 season. We will be running the program again June 2015 
through February 2016 and are currently accepting applications. 

 

Canadian Literature Centre Blue Pencil Café 
We continued our annual partnership with the University of Alberta’s Canadian Literature 
Centre to host two authors for Blue Pencil Cafés. These Blue Pencil Cafés offer 30-minute 
one-on-one manuscript consultations at the University of Alberta with established authors. 
For 2014 we hosted Thea Bowering on November 13 and Kimmy Beach November 14. Ten 
sessions were offered each day and both filled to capacity. 

 

Manuscript Reading Service 
The Manuscript Reading Service continues to be popular, with 22 manuscripts submitted 
and read during the 2014/2015 year. WGA members who wish to have their work 
evaluated by a professional writer submit their manuscripts along with a small fee. The 
manuscripts are matched with a reader who specializes in the genre, and are returned to 
the writers with evaluations within 6 – 8 weeks. The WGA subsidizes 50% of the service fee 
to keep it affordable to writers. The service has been a great benefit to authors in helping to 
improve their manuscripts and preparing to submit their work to publishers. Manuscripts 
are accepted as either hard copy or electronic, and the number of electronic submissions is 
increasing. 

 

Mentorship Program 
In January 2015, the WGA continued one of its most thriving initiatives, the Mentorship 
Program. Now in its fourth year, the program continues to offer guidance, collaboration, and 
encouragement to apprentice writers and short-term employment and an opportunity for 
established writers to sharpen their mentoring skills. The program saw five budding writers 
(Angela McIntyre, Judith Clark, Savithri Machiraju, Shannon Bennett, Wendy Flemons) 
apprentice under five notables (Caterina Edwards, Kim McCullough, Myrna Kostash, J. Jill 
Robinson, Marcello Di Cintio) and concluded with unanimous praise for the process—
especially for the exchange of ideas and the much sought-after moments of joint, mentor-
apprentice inspiration. The 2015 program’s wrap up event was held in Calgary on May 9, 
2015 at Loft 112. This public event consisted of the apprentices reading from their work, 
and a Q&A session from both mentors and apprentices about their creative and editorial 
processes. 
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Online Community 

Social Media 
It is the goal of the WGA to make at least 2 – 3 posts daily of all social media channels. This 
has been overseen by Ellen Kartz and the rest of the WGA staff.  Posts aim to promote WGA 
activities, advocacy related news, and events that serve the writing community as a whole.  
We developed a social media policy this year to maximize our success in using these 
channels. As of the time of this reporting, our Facebook page has over 1000 Likes and our 
Twitter feed has over 3000 followers. 

The WGA utilizes the following social media channels: 

 Facebook Fan Page: https://www.facebook.com/WritersGuildofAlberta 
(Official WGA page for WGA activities and news within the writing community) 

 Facebook Group Forum: https://www.facebook.com/groups/writersguildofalberta/  
(Community user-based group for sharing discussions, questions on writing, writing 
news, etc.) 

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/WritersGuildAB 
 Hootsuite 

Website and Database 
We launched a website redesign in January 2015 as part of our initiative to integrate our 
online member directory with our back-end database. The process of completing the 
website and integrating member data has been slow due to difficulties in transferring web 
hosts, but we are close to achieving the desired results. The new website and database 
allows members to use their online accounts not only to maintain a profile in the online 
member directory, but also to manage their membership, subscription preferences, and 
program registration, as well as comment on posts and share content on social media. The 
system may allow for more interactive features in the future. 

We have taken steps to improve the content on our website with the help members who are 
industry experts to create content. We have improved information on getting published (by 
Freehand Books Managing Editor Kelsey Attard), intellectual property (by lawyer Jeananne 
Kathol Kirwin), and self-publishing (by author Jodi McIssac). 

 

Partnerships 
Nicholas Mather passed the Communications and Partnerships Coordinator torch to Ellen 
Kartz in January 2015. Ellen has picked up where Nicholas left off to oversee the execution 
of the WGA’s four major ongoing partnerships: The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize, 
The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize, the Alberta Screenwriters Initiative, and 
administration for the Edmonton Stroll of Poets. 

Both The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize and The Robert Kroetsch City of 
Edmonton Book Prize were a great success. The prizes received a total of 20 (Calgary) and 
35 (Edmonton) submissions. The WGA hired three successful and prominent jurors for each 
prize, oversaw the jury’s group deliberations, and collected the final jury results and 
declarations. Close communication and collaboration with the two cities were very 
successful in the execution of both city prizes. The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book 
Prize was presented to Rudy Wiebe for Come Back on April 21, 2015 as part of the Mayor’s 
Celebration of the Arts. The winner of The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize will be 
announced as part of the Calgary Awards in mid-June. Please see page 21 for the complete 
lists of finalists. 

https://www.facebook.com/WritersGuildofAlberta
https://www.facebook.com/groups/writersguildofalberta/
https://twitter.com/WritersGuildAB
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The Alberta Screenwriters Initiative has completed its seventh progressive year since its 
establishment in 2007. In partnership with the Alberta Association of Motion Picture and 
Television Unions, the WGA took in 12 scripts from aspiring and established screenwriters 
from across the province. A jury consisting of three members from the Canadian film 
industry (two from Alberta, one national) were recruited to take part in the blind 
deliberation process. In the end, three finalists out of the total number of entries were 
recognized. Each finalist is scheduled to receive professional development on their work 
along with cash prizes in the following months. With each successful completion of this 
initiative, it is continuing to be a prestigious and important prize for Alberta’s writing and 
film communities. 

The Edmonton Stroll of Poets Society has been in partnerships with the WGA for several 
years. The WGA continues to provide administrative support to run a very successful 
organization. The Edmonton Stroll of Poets has over 100 active members, holds over 20 
readings in a year and publishes a yearly anthology. 

 

Read Alberta Books 
A selection and catalogue of nominated works from the 2014 Alberta Book Awards 
(including awards by the WGA and the Book Publishers Association of Alberta) was taken to 
the High Plains BookFest in Billings, Montana, on October 25, 2014, by WGA Vice President 
Barb Howard. Award-winning author Jacqueline Guest was invited to be the festival’s 
keynote speaker. 

In partnership with the Parkland Regional Library System and the Book Publishers 
Association of Alberta, the WGA created a travelling display of the shortlisted and winning 
books from the past two years’ awards. Copies of a WGA designed catalogue accompanied 
the display. Any one of Parkland’s 50 public libraries could sign up to host the travelling 
display. Patrons could borrow as many books as they liked, and when the books were 
returned to their library they rejoined the display, courtesy of Parkland’s delivery van. This 
pilot project was evaluated throughout its 2014 tour of central Alberta, and expanded to 
include three other regional library systems in the province. 

 

Retreats 
The WGA continues to offer three popular annual retreats. Seven participants attended our 
Fall Strawberry Creek Retreat September 24 – 28, 2014, and our Spring Strawberry Creek 
Retreat, May 6 – 10, 2015, sold out with 11 participants. Our ten-day Banff Retreat, held 
January 30 – February 8, 2015 at the Banff Centre, sold out with 17 participants. Tololwa 
Mollel, an internationally recognized children’s author, dramatist, storyteller, and teacher 
based in Edmonton, was the retreat’s writer in residence. 

 

Sharon Drummond Chapbook Prize 
The Sharon Drummond Chapbook Prize, established in 2013, is for an Alberta writer who 
has never published a collection of poetry in book format. We received a donation for a 
poetry prize honouring Sharon Drummond, a Calgary poet and writing instructor who 
published several poetry chapbooks and full-length books over her lifetime. 

The 2014 award was presented to Edmonton writer Marco Melfi for his collection In 
between trains. He received a contract with Rubicon Press which included editorial 
assistance from guest editor, Alice Major, and the publication of the edited manuscript in 
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chapbook form. Marco was honoured at a reading and launch event September 27, 2014, at 
Audreys Books in Edmonton. We presented this event in partnership with the Edmonton 
Poetry Festival. 

The award is currently on hiatus pending funding. 

 

WestWord 
WestWord, the WGA’s bi-monthly magazine, continues to be distributed to over 1200 
members and stakeholders every two months. The magazine runs an average of 32 pages 
per issue, complete with fresh photo illustrations and a new full-colour cover format. 
Regular features include a calendar of literary events, WGA event listings, and 
market/competition listings. Articles of interest to writers on the rewards, the craft, the 
business, the life, and the issues are included in every issue, along with community and 
member news. 

Members have the option to receive WestWord electronically through our Industry Mailout 
system. At the time of this reporting, over 200 members have signed up to receive 
WestWord through this method. 

Our new Communications and Partnerships Coordinator, Ellen Kartz, is in charge of 
coordinating the production of WestWord. Nora Abercrombie continues to hold the position 
of Editor. 

 

WriteClick 
WriteClick, the WGA’s email newsletter, continues to be distributed to members who opt in 
to receive it—over 82% of members. It includes current WGA news, event listings, member 
book launches and readings, upcoming workshops and classes, employment and volunteer 
opportunities for writers, and up-to-date market and contest listings that come in after 
WestWord deadlines. WriteClick is sent weekly (with the exception of a slightly reduced 
frequency during the summer months) so members receive information in a timely fashion.  
WGA special bulletins are also distributed via WriteClick when required. 

In order to improve the newsletter’s readability and format, as well as to take precautions 
towards spam prevention, the WGA distributes WriteClick through a third-party email 
service (Industry Mailout). This service allows us to create our newsletters through the use 
of their templates, streamline our list management, as well as measure our newsletter 
traffic to determine its effectiveness. 

 

Youth Programs 

Calgary Teen Writing Group 
The Calgary Teen Writing Group has a strong membership of about 18 writers with a 
monthly attendance steady at 12 – 13. The group meets at Loft 112 one Sunday per month 
from 2:30 – 5:00 PM, under the mentorship of Lisa Murphy-Lamb. The meetings vary in 
structure. Highlights included exploring the community of the East Village and using what 
we see, hear, smell, and touch in our writing; visiting an exhibit by Kim Dorland at 
Contemporary Calgary for inspiration; and talking about books and participants’ choices as 
readers. 
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The 2014 chapbook launch was held as a special event on June 8, 2014, as part of the WGA 
conference in Calgary. It consisted of readings from group members and a Q&A on the 
writing process. 

The Calgary Public Library had the group as the afternoon panel at their Readers' and 
Writers' conference on February 7, 2015, at the Calgary Public Library. Lisa Murphy-Lamb 
served as moderator. YA author Cathy Ostlere joined the event as a guest presenter. 

Maddy Beaulieu, a member now for two years, has recently launched her own micro-press 
and will take on the printing of the 2015 chapbook. It will be launched with an open teen 
mic and reading event June 7, 2015 at Loft 112. 

Drink the Wild Air 
The 2015 Drink The Wild Air winter youth writing retreat was held March 20 – 22, 2015 at 
Kamp Kiwanis. The program attracted 22 young writers who spent the weekend with Colin 
Matty, Erin Vance, and Sebastien Ringuette. Activities included creative writing classes, 
codebreaking, LARPing, hiking, and indoor campfires. 

Edmonton Teen Writing Group 
The Edmonton Teen Writing Group is currently on hiatus. We are looking at restructuring 
the program this next year. 

WordsWorth 
WordsWorth Summer Youth Writing Residency, held at Kamp Kiwanis in Bragg Creek, has 
been so successful that we added a third week in 2014. The first week (July 6 – 11, 2014) 
was for participants ages 12 – 14, the second (July 13 – 19, 2014) for ages 15 – 19, and the 
third (July 20 – 25, 2014) for ages 14 – 19. We also offered a two-week program option, in 
which participants could attend both week two and three at a discount. WordsWorth 
attracted a record total of 99 participants in 2014. 

Course topics for 2014 included character development, spoken word, screenwriting, flash 
fiction, collaborative writing, creative nonfiction, and more. Activities also included Blue 
Pencil Café manuscript evaluation sessions, jam sessions, free writing time, performances 
from guest artists, and outdoor camp activities. The WordsWorth 2014 courses and staff 
were as follows: 

Week 1 (for ages 12 – 14): July 6 – 11, 2014 
 Artful: Ignite your Imagination with 

Jenne Newman 
 Imaginary Beings with Cathy 

Ostlere 
 Acting Up with Kim McCullough 

(creating scenes with acting 
exercises) 

 What do you want? with Jani Krulc 
(character development) 

 Shaping the Story with Naomi Lewis 
 Songwriting Workshop with Kris 

Demeanor 
 Action Scenes with Kim Firmston 
 Understanding and Creating Comics 

with Sebastien Ringuette 
 Thank you for your collaboration 

with Paul Zits (collaborative 
writing)

 
Week 2 (for ages 15 – 19): July 13 – 19, 2014 

 Write the Wild with Lyndsie 
Bourgon 

 JUST MY TYPE with derek beaulieu 
(typewriting, technology and 
writing) 

 Screenwriting for Reals and Acting 
for Fun! with Renée St. Cyr 

 Short and Sweet with Sandy Pool 
(flash fiction) 

 Spoken Word with Sheri-D Wilson 
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 Action Scenes with Kim Firmston 
 Writing the World (in here) with 

Marcello Di Cintio (creative 
nonfiction) 

 Writing From the Gut with Jani 
Krulc 

 Crawl Inside the Skin of Your 
Character with Emily Ursuliak 

 
Week 3 (for ages 14 – 19): July 20 – 25, 2014 

 Let’s Write a Short Film with Renée 
St. Cyr 

 Editing Workshop with Lyndsie 
Bourgon 

 The Art of the Monologue with 
Brendan McLeod 

 Creative Flow and The Writer’s 
Voice with David Wilson 

 Exploding the Story with Emily 
Ursuliak (experimental writing) 

 Writing the World (Out There) with 
Marcello Di Cintio (creative 
nonfiction) 

 Writing Yourself Out of the Box: A 
Workshop in Spoken Word Poetry; 
An Experiment in Creativity with 
Mary Pinkoski 

 The Horror with Cathy Ostlere

 
The Creative Team (supervisors) 

 Danielle Carrick 
 Colin Matty 
 Kari Kostyan 

 Jess Tollestrup 
 Sebastien Wen 

 

WordsWorth 2014 ended with a documentary screening November 13, 2014 at Loft 112 in 
Calgary. Kim Firmston worked tirelessly on documenting exactly what makes WordsWorth 
so valuable. About 30 teens and parents showed up for the screening and enjoyed popcorn 
and the documentary. 

Longtime WordsWorth participant Jamie Lewis launched a fundraiser for WordsWorth in 
which donors may download her song, “Here We Are,” which she wrote at WordsWorth and 
was included in the documentary. 

Marc Herman Lynch launched the three WordsWorth anthologies as part of the filling 
Station mandate to connect with teen writers. This was held November 21, 2014 at Pages 
Books on Kensignton in Calgary, and close to 80 people attended. 

Five teen writers from WordsWorth have been invited back again to headline the May 15, 
2015 Single Onion Reading. Jenna Butler from Red Deer will join them. 

WordsWorth 2014 was Lisa Murphy-Lamb’s last program as WordsWorth Director. We 
welcome Colin Matty as the WordsWorth 2015 Director. Colin has worked for WordsWorth 
for several years as an instructor and creative team member. 

WordsWorth will again offer three weeks this summer, July 5 – 24, 2015. At the time of 
reporting, weeks two and three are nearly sold out. 
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LIAISONS 
 

Boards and Committees 

The WGA is represented on the board of the Alberta Partners in Arts & Culture Coalition and 
and LitFest, the Edmonton Nonfiction festival, and is an organizational member of Access 
Copyright, PEN Canada, and the Professional Arts Coalition of Edmonton. 

 

Liaisons 

The WGA maintains arm’s-length relationships with a number of arts organizations for 
mutual benefit. These organizations include (but are not limited to): 

 Alberta Playwrights’ Network 
 Alexandra Writers’ Centre Society 
 Book Publishers Association of Alberta 
 Calgary International Spoken Word Festival 
 Calgary Public Library 
 Canadian Authors Association 
 Canadian Literature Centre  
 Editors’ Association of Canada 
 Edmonton Poetry Festival  
 Edmonton Public Library 
 Get Publishing Communications Society 
 Glenbow Museum  
 Library Association of Alberta 
 Poets’ Ink 
 Stroll of Poets 
 The Writers’ Union of Canada 
 Wordfest 
 Writers Beyond Borders 
 Young Alberta Book Society 
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WGA EVENTS 
 

The following are events presented by the WGA from July 2015 through May 2015. 
 
Calgary 

 Writer Meet-up at the Calgary Stampede: July 19, 2014, Stampede Grounds 
Authors and WGA members Dymphny Dronyk and Glenn Dixon organized a meet-up during 
the Calgary Stampede. 

 Folkie-Lit Types Unite! WGA Summer Social at the Calgary Folk Festival: July 26, 
2014, Folk Fest Beer Gardens 
A summer meet-up organized by WGA members at the Folk Festival. 

 Back to (Writing) School with Calgary Distinguished Writer-in-Residence Ian 
Williams: September 15, 2014, Barley Mill Pub. 
Ian Williams spoke on the writing life, his creative process, his experiences in the book 
industry thus far, and answered audience questions. 

 Aritha van Herk on Heritage, Language, and Ethnicity: September 26, 2014, Bow 
Valley College Library. 
Aritha van Herk, Calgary novelist and nonfiction author, gave a presentation as a part of 
Alberta Culture Days. 

 WGA and Wordfest Present Rudy Wiebe: October 14, 2014, Shelf Life Books. 
The WGA and Wordfest paid tribute to Rudy Wiebe, Alberta's foremost writer of his 
generation who read from his new book Come Back and discussed the writing life with 
Aritha van Herk—accomplished writer, critic, professor and former student of Wiebe. 

 2014 Scotiabank Giller Light Bash: November 10, 2014, Lolita’s Lounge 
The WGA, Wordfest, Shelf Life Books, and the University of Calgary hosted this annual 
celebration that brings readers, writers, and supporters of the arts together for the live 
broadcast of the Giller Gala, all in support of Frontier College—Canada’s original literacy 
organization. This event offered creative presentations, book championing, games, contests, 
prizes, and raffles.  

 WGA Holiday Party and Readings: December 9, 2014, Rose & Crown Pub & Restaurant  
Literary cheer, food, social time, and inspiration from Lori Hahnel, Jani Krulc, and Fred 
Stenson.  

 Balance and Self-Care for Writers; Hot Yin/Restorative—Literary Edition: January 31, 
2015, Yoga Santosha 
Instructor Lisa Tierney led participants through a yoga/writing workshop on themes of 
balance and self-care to help them identify the messages and ideas they most wish to share 
through literature. 

 Teen Writing Group at Calgary Public Library’s Writers and Readers Day: February 7, 
2015, CPL Central Branch 
A teen panel and YA writers gained valuable insight from each other in this interactive 
session. YA novelist and WGA member Cathy Ostlere rounded out the session by discussing 
the successes and challenges of her novel, Karma. 
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 WGA and Wordfest Present a Community Book Club Discussion in Acknowledgement 
of Freedom to Read Week: What I Meant to Say; The Private Lives of Men—February 
23, 2015, Barley Mill Pub & Restaurant 
This was our inaugural community book club discussion of an anthology that was 
challenged on the basis of sexism. We incorporated our first “writing campaign” with PEN 
Canada whereby guests could write messages of hope to writers imprisoned for reasons of 
censorship. 

 Writing Life Remix (on Writing & Publishing in 2015): March 30, 2015, Shelf Life 
Books  
This professional development discussion addressed questions about living, working, 
writing and publishing in 2015. Freehand Books Managing Editor Kelsey Attard and 
Acquiring Editor Deborah Willis talk on trends, advice, changes, and tips for moving 
forward with your manuscript regardless of what stage you were at. 

 The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize Shortlisted Authors: April 20, 2015, 
Barley Mill Pub & Restaurant 
The City of Calgary and the WGA presented the nominees of this year’s W.O. Mitchell Book 
Prize for readings, speaking about the process of completing their works, and answering 
audience questions, followed by a social and celebration. 

 Alberta Literary Award Shortlist Readings, Celebration, and Social: May 11, 2015, 
Shelf Life Books 
As a prelude to the 2015 Alberta Literary Awards Gala in on May 23—the WGA and Shelf 
Life Books partnered to meet a dozen select authors and hear them deliver short readings 
from their nominated works. The evening featured Ali Bryan, Cheryl Foggo, Susan Hagan, 
Lee Kvern, Victor Lethbridge, Lynette Loeppky, Kim McCullough, Sharanpal Ruprai, Leanne 
Shirtliffe, Fred Stenson, Chris Turner, and David van Belle.  

 WGA Mentorship Program Apprentice Readings and Q&A: May 9, 2015, Loft 12 
To celebrate the completion of the 2015 WGA Mentorship Program, we presented readings 
by five new Alberta voices at this public event. All of the apprentices were introduced by 
their mentors, and a Q & A followed. 

 
 

Edmonton 
 Fall Kick-Off Poetry Event with Mary Pinkowski: “After You…” Poetry Workshop: 

September 17, 2014, Fionn MacCool’s Pub (Holiday Inn) 
Mary Pinkowski introduced poems in a workshop setting and got people working on their 
own with prompts.  

 Sharon Drummond Chapbook Award Reading and Launch: September 27, 2014, 
Audreys Books 
The WGA, in partnership with the Edmonton Poetry Festival, celebrated the launch of Marco 
Melfi’s chapbook, In between trains, winner of the Sharon Drummond Chapbook Award. 
Presented in partnership with the Edmonton Poetry Festival as part of Alberta Culture Days. 

 The Social life of Ink by Ted Bishop Book Launch: October 22, 2014, Stanley A. Milner 
Library 
Ted Bishop has made a career of investigating original texts, poring over stains on paper 
made by some of the greatest minds in literature. But what of the ink itself? The Social Life of 
Ink asks us to look more closely at something we see so often that we don’t see it at all. This 
launch combined readings and stories with a hands-on ink-making and calligraphic 
activities. Presented as part of LitFest. 
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 Blue Pencil Reception and Book Launch: November 13, 2014, Old Arts Building, 
University of Alberta  
Marie Carriere, Pat Demers, Thea Bowering, and Kimmy Beach socialized at this free event 
with lively conversation and wine & cheese.  

 Let’s Talk Anthologies!: November 18, 2014, Audreys Books 
Lisa Martin and Jason Lee Norman share stories of the vision behind their anthologies, and 
answered audience questions.  

 WGA Holiday Party and Readings: December 11, 2014, Hudsons Taphouse 
(Downtown) 
Holiday cheer, plus readings from Mari Sasano and Diana Davidson. 

 Pitch and Polish: December 6, 2014, Percy Page Centre 
The Alberta Magazine Publishers Association and the WGA held an afternoon for freelance 
writers and magazine professionals. Curtis Gillespie talked about narrative techniques, then 
writers were paired up for one-on-one sessions with Edmonton editors. 

 Experimental Writing with Shawna Lemay and Wendy McGrath: January 14, 2015, 
Audreys Books 
Shawna Lemay and Wendy McGrath shared their experiences with the experimental novel 
and more, explaining what experimental writing is and how to approach it. 

 WGA Sociable: February 25, 2015, The Kasbar 
Welcome to the Sociable, an after-work gathering of new and experienced, young and 
matured writers engaged in the writing life. The writing community was invited to come 
and share what they are reading, things they have learned, and what’s new in their genre. 
Hosted by Mike Gravel.  

 3 Big Mistakes That Stop You from Achieving Your Goals: March 18, 2015, Whitemud 
Crossing Library Theatre 
Laurel Vespi, a motivational speaker and certified life coach, joined the WGA to inspire 
writers and help them stick to their goals and create the outcomes they desire.  

 WGA April Sociable in Edmonton: April 1, 2015, The Kasbar  
The first of April—a day to celebrate all foolery: embarrassing moments, humdinger life 
lessons, foolish love (who has not felt the fool?), raillery, and trivial retribution. In 
conjunction with The Rasp and the Wine.  

 Whiskey and Words from Wise Women: April 22, 2015, Yellowhead Brewery 
The WGA and the Edmonton Poetry Festival presented readings from Sheri-D Wilson, 
Catherine Graham, Joanna Lilley, Laurie MacFayden, and Helen Moffett, serving pungent 
poetry with spirit.  

 An Afternoon with the Authors: May 3, 2015, Audreys Books 
An afternoon to meet the shortlisted authors of 2015 and hear them read from their 
nominated works. The readers included: Katie Bickell, Jennifer Delisle, Susan Hagan, Bobbi 
Junior, Sarah Lang, Victor Lethbridge, Conni Massing, Wendy McGrath, and Rudy Wiebe. 

 
 

More Alberta Locations 
 Red Deer: What Can the WGA Do For You?: September 26, 2014, The Coconut Room 

An open event for more information on the WGA, hosted by members Kimmy Beach, Leslie 
Greentree, and Blaine Newton. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days. 

 Sherwood Park: Dot-to-Dot in the Sky with Joan Marie Galat: September 26, 2014, 
Westboro Elementary 
In a lively presentation that blended facts, storytelling, and writing tips, Joan launched 
students into books. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days. 
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 Three Hills: Alberta Culture—Stories Alive! With Hazel Hutchins: September 26, 
2014, Three Hills Library 
Designed for Elementary students, award winning children's author, Hazel Hutchins, 
demonstrated that Alberta culture is all around us in the lives we lead and the stories we 
share! 

 Camrose: An Evening Reading with Astrid Blodgett and Audrey Whitson: September 
27, 2014, Story’s Way 
This reading and potluck welcomed Edmonton authors Astrid Blodgett and Audrey 
Whitson. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days. 

 High River: Writer’s Workshop: Writing the Landscape with Kim McCullough: 
September 27, 2014, High River Library 
In this workshop hosted by author and teacher, Kim McCullough, writers will learn how 
writing the landscape can enrich writing in any genre. Presented as a part of Alberta Culture 
Days. Presented as part of Alberta Culture Days. 

 Spruce Grove: What’s the Big Idea? Youth Writing Workshop with Joan Galat: 
September 27, 2014, Spruce Grove Public Library 
Joan presented her path to becoming published and talked about creating ideas and turning 
them into stories. She also covered self-editing activities that enable young writers to 
improve their writing! 

 Stettler: Stories Alive!—Alberta Culture and History for All with Hazel Hutchins: 
September 27, 2024, Stettler Library 
Award winning children's author, Hazel Hutchins, demonstrated that Alberta culture is all 
around us in the lives we lead and the stories we share! 

 Grande Prairie: Writing Family Stories with Sue Farrell Holler: November 22, 2014, 
Grande Prairie Public Library 
Grande Prairie author Sue Farrell Holler led a workshop designed to get participants started 
on writing work based on their family histories. 

 Grand Prairie: Editing Family Histories with Sue Farrell Holler: November, 15, 2014, 
Grande Prairie Public Library 
This workshop was a continuation of Writing Family Histories, in which Sue Farrell Holler 
led participants in polishing work created in the previous workshop. 

 Camrose: Writers’ Guild of Alberta Comes Rural: February 11, 2015 (Camrose Public 
Library) 
The Battle River Writing Centre and the WGA joined together for a celebration of literary 
and visual arts accompanied by tea and scones. Poet Rose Marie Sackela presented on rural 
places, writer Dorothy Griffiths and sculptor Ted Griffiths demonstrated landscape as muse, 
and poet Julie C. Robinson introduced the life and work of prison reformer Elizabeth Fry 
and sculptor Henry Moore. 

 Red Deer: A Reading with Helen Moffett: April 20, 2015, The Olive 
The WGA and The Olive, Red Deer present South African editor, poet, erotica writer and 
journalist, Helen Moffett, along with Kimmy Beach and Peter Midgley. 
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WGA LITERARY AWARDS 
 
2015 Alberta Literary Awards Shortlist 
 
R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s Literature (Supported by UTA Youth Foundation Fund at 
The Calgary Foundation) 

 Victor Lethbridge (Rolling Hills)—You’re Just Right, Tatanka Books 
 Leanne Shirtliffe (Calgary)—The Change Your Name Store, Sky Pony Press 
 Richard Van Camp (Edmonton)—Little You, Orca Book Publishers 

 
Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction (Sponsored by The Banff Centre) 

 Wendy McGrath (Edmonton)—North East, NeWest Press 
 Fred Stenson (Cochrane)—Who by Fire, Doubleday Canada 
 Rudy Wiebe (Edmonton)—Come Back, Knopf Canada 

 
Wilfrid Eggleston Award for Nonfiction (Supported In Memory of Ed Marshall) 

 Ted Bishop (Edmonton)—The Social Life of Ink: Culture, Wonder, and Our Relationship with 
the Written Word, Viking Canada 

 Lynette Loeppky (Calgary)—Cease: A Memoir of Love, Loss and Desire, Oolichan Books 
 Chris Turner (Calgary)—How to Breathe Underwater: Field Reports from an Age of Radical 

Change, Biblioasis  
 
Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for Drama (Sponsored by Alberta Views) 

 Cheryl Foggo (Calgary)—John Ware Reimagined 
 Conni Massing (Edmonton)—The Invention of Romance 
 David van Belle (Calgary)—Liberation Days 

 
Stephan G. Stephansson Award for Poetry (Sponsored by Stephan V. Benediktson) 

 Tim Bowling (Edmonton)—Circa Nineteen Hundred and Grief, Gaspereau Press 
 Sarah Lang (Edmonton)—For Tamara, House of Anansi Press 
 Sharanpal Ruprai (Calgary)—Seva, Frontenac House 

 
James H. Gray Award for Short Nonfiction (Supported by Tony Johnson) 

 Susan Hagan (Edmonton)—“Manuals on Being Woman,” WestWord 
 Bobbi Junior (Edmonton)—“Tell Me About Today,” Telling Truths: Storying Motherhood, 

Demeter Press 
 Chris Turner (Calgary)—“Owen’s Ark,” The Walrus 

 
Howard O’Hagan Award for Short Story (Supported by Vanna Tessier and Guy Tessier) 

 Katie Bickell (Sherwood Park)—“But For the Streetlamps and the Moon and All the Stars,” 
Tahoma Literary Review 

 Lee Kvern (Okotoks)—“High Ground,” 7 Ways to Sunday, Enfield & Wizenty 
 Sheryl Normandeau (Calgary)—“Early Retirement,” Pages of Stories 

 
Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Award (Supported by the WGA Board of Directors) 

 Ali Bryan (Calgary)—“Mints After the Meal” 
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 Jennifer Delisle (Edmonton)—“Micrographia” 
 Kim McCullough (Calgary)—“Tributaries” 

 
Golden Pen Lifetime Achievement Award (Supported by Aritha van Herk) 
The WGA is happy to present this award to Betty Jane Hegerat. 
 
 

The City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize (2015) 
 

 Marika Deliyannides—Bitter Lake, Porqupine’s Quill 
 Joan Shillington—Folding the Wilderness Within, Frontenac House 
 Chris Turner—How to Breathe Underwater: Field Reports From an Age of Radical 

Change, Biblioasis 
  
 

The Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton Book Prize (2015) 
 

 Greg Bechtel—Boundary Problems, Freehand Books 
 Tim Bowling—Circa Nineteen Hundred and Grief, Gaspereau Press 
 Rudy Wiebe—Come Back, Penguin Random House Canada (WINNER) 

 
 
The 2015 Alberta Screenwriters Initiative shortlist and winner will be announced June 2015. 
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 Alberta Culture 
 Alberta Foundation for the Arts 
 Access Copyright Foundation 
 Edmonton Arts Council 
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Sponsors 
 
Literary Awards and Gala sponsors for 2015 are: 
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writing community. 
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Maria and Peter Smythe 
Bradley Somer  
Paul Sonsteby  
Karen Spafford-Fitz  
Penny Stathonikos  
John Stephens  
Nora Stovel  
Barbori Streibl  
J.M. Sutherland  
Deborah Sword  
Cheryl Tardif  
Rea Tarvydas  
Aron Taylor  
Digna Tembreza  
Vanna Tessier and Guy 
Tessier 
Lyn Thompson  
Jane Trotter  
Inge Trueman  
Unitarian Church of Calgary 
Francisco Alaniz Uribe  
Aritha van Herk  
Tom Wayman  
Evelyn Whiteford-Carter  
Chris Wiseman  
Vivian Wood
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Volunteers 
 
Thank you to all volunteers who have donated their time to the WGA this past year. Their 
contributions and enthusiasm are greatly appreciated—we could not have done it without them! 
 
 
Tracey L. Anderson 
Paul Buckingham 
Justine Bell 
Janelle Beblow 
Terry Cho 
Glenn Dixon 
Dymphny Dronyk 
Dave Ealey 
Sandra Gangel 
Howard Gibbons 
Kimberly Gould 
Jeananne Kathol Kirwin 

Rhonda Kronyk 
Lana Law 
Sherry Lawler 
Jamie Lewis 
Anne Logan 
Katherine Main 
Cheryl Mahaffy 
Breanna Mroczek 
Bradley Somer 
Emily Staniland 
Jon Stoeck 
Lyn Thompson
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Cover photo credits (clockwise from top left): 

What is Mayor Nenshi Reading? event at 2014 Conference: photo by Monique de St. Croix 
2014 Alberta Book Awards Gala: photo Monique de St. Croix 

2014 Alberta Book Awards Gala Golden Pen Award: photo by Monique de St. Croix 
Drink the Wild Air 2014: photo by Drink the Wild Air staff 
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